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HOW THE MATERIEL DIVISION TESTS AIRCRAFT FINISHES 
By the News Letter Correspondent 


The chief purpose of a finishing ma- 
terial is that of protection -> the 
surface covered, although at che same 
time there are other considerations, 
such as making the appearance better 
and more uniform, and also that of 
achieving a definite coior scheme end 
pa of the prover insignia. 
he materials used most often are 

primers, lacquers, dopes, enaiels and 
varnishes. There are a number of les- 
ser used materials, but these will not 
be discussed. Testing of the finishes 
by the Materiel Division is necessary 
to control the quality of materials ap- 
lied, especialiy in view cf the fact 
hat there is no close control of the 
sources. 

The most essential proverties of a 
finish are the protection afforded, 
durability, and — properties. In 
order to ascertain if these rer ire- 
ments as well as soinme others aie met, 
laboratory as well as outdoor exosure 
tests are conducted. The laboratory 
tests at Wright Field are usually com- 
pleted in a few days, but need to de 
supplemented by exposure tests, because 
as yet it is impossibie to evaluate a 
eae film from laboratory tests alone. 

omplete chemical enalysis of the more 
complex finisiing materials is lon: and 
tedious and, for a number of reascos, 
the information gained is net decisive 
enough in evaluating finishes to var- 
rant it being undertaken on tne finish- 
es being discussed. Various »hysical 
tests on a panel to which the finisn 
has been anplied and some chemical an- 
alysis are the usual procedure. The 
outdoor exposure or durability tests 
are conducted at Chapmen Field, Fla., 
for six-month periods on both land and 
tidewater exposure racks. 

he tidewater racks are subiected to 
intermittent wetting with salt water by 
the tide in addition to ex,osure to the 
effects of sun, wind, rein and dew. The 
Florida expesure is apnroximately four 
times as severe as comparable condi- 
tions of ——ae in Dayton, Ohio. The 
tests are of six months' duration, run- 


ning from April to November and from 
November to April. These two six- 
month periods are much more nearly 
commeratle anc wiform in Florida than 
in eget besides being accelerated 
ereatly so tnat much less time is need- 
ed to complete the tests. This period 
could be increased if necessary. How- 
‘ever, most finishes fail or start to 
‘teil within this time so that there is 
ino point in having either a longer or 
'shorter period of time. 

| Since the exposures are for six 
'months, acceptance or rejection of a 
jmaterial being purchased by the Air 
Corps or a plans manufacturer cannot be 
|witnheld until suca test is completed. 
jan arprovec list ef manufacturers eli- 
| gible to bid on contracts for primers, 
j;iocquers, dcpes and enamels is made up 
‘or all those who have submitted satis- 
'factory materiels for approval. 

In order to be on the avnproved list, 
a sample of the menufacturers' material 
must have satisfactorily passed both 
the laboratory and exposure tests. The 
finishing material being purchased is 
acceptea or rejected on the basis of 
| laboratory tests conducted on a sample 
taken by an inspector. If accepted, a 
test panel of the finish is made up and 
placed on exposure at the beginning of 
the next six-month period. if the ma- 
terial falls below standard on this ex- 
posure cr curability test, the manufac- 
turer's name is removed from the ap- 
| proved list for the material involved. 
| This procurement policy insures that 
‘the manufacturer is able to furnish a 
'satisfactory product. Primer panels 
{are tested on both land and tidewater 
| Sagienrs while enamels, lacquers and 
dopes are tested only on the land rack. 
Since varnishes are seldom used nowa- 
days under conditions of outdoor expos- 
ure, an agproved list is no longer 
maintained for them. 

In spite of the fact that laboratory 
tests are not sufficient completely to 
evaluate finishes, they are an essen- 
tial part of such evaluation. Among 
the properties determined in the labo- 
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ratory are color, gloss, hiding power, 
drying time, adhesion, hardness, viscos- 
ity, working properties, composition, 
flexibility, and resistance to liquids. 
In the application of finishes to me- 
tals, the prime coat is the most imor- 
tant from the standpoint of protection. 
The prime coat shoal seal the metal 
from eir and inoisture, innibit corro- 
sion, furnish a good base for the top 
coats and adhere well to the metal. The 
film should be tough and flexible as 
well as reasonably hard. Zinc chromate 
primer is a very suitable prime coat 
for metal, but especially so over alu- | 
ae aluminum alloys and magnesiun | 
alloys. 
Air Corps Specification 14080 for | 
| 





zinc chromate primer contains require- 
ments covering condition, pignent con- 
tent, and composition, non-vcslatils or | 
film-forming content, viscosity, crying 
time, lacquer and gasoline resistance, 
flexibility, working properties, end 
durability. The proper balence among 
pigments, resins, oiis, and thimners is 
attained by the pigment end nonvolatile 
requirements. The viscosity of the 
thinned primer mist be controlled to | 
permit a good film to be applied with 
One wet coat. <A short drying time per- | 
mits handling of the coated metal soon | 
after application. Zinc chromate pri- | 
mers usually are sufficiently dry to 
handle in ten minutes. On account of | 
the fast drying this proaucit is satis- 
factorily applied only by spraying. 
Lacquer resistance is a qua:ity that 
has been greatly improved in primers. 
Lacquer solvents and thinners are paint 
removers, and formerly many primers 
were lifted from the metal ty the fol- 
lowing lacquer coats. 

The adhesion of a primer film to the 
metal may be seriously impaired by the 
lacquer coats, altho such effect may 
or may not be apparent. il finishes 
need flexibility to withstard flexing 
of the surfaces as well as thermal ex- 
pansion end contraction. Gasoline can 
easily be spilied on aircraft surfaces, 
which necessitates gasoline resistance 
in the finishes. 

Meny interior sections are finished. 
with primer elone or with zinc chromate 

rimer pius some aluainum powder. There-' 
Tore, primer itself mst withstand gas~ | 
Oline immersion. The term "working pro-| 
perties" mentioned in specifications 
includes adhesion of the primer to the 
metal and of the top coats to the pri- 
mer, as well as spraying qualities. The 
need for durability is self-evident. 

Today the outer finish is almost al- 
ways lacquer. Lacquers have been great- 
ly improved in recent years end their 
extremely fast-drying time offers great 





| 








| color requirement. 
| provisions in the synecification, eac 





advantages to airplane msenvfacturers. 
Air Corps specifications require that 
lecquers shall be dry and hard in thirty 
minutes. Airplane dopes are siiilar to 
lacquer in composition. Their princi- 
nal function is to tauten and strengthen 
fabric. On metal planes they ae used 


| Only on the surfaces of controls and | 


lending flaps. 
Varnishes and enamels have been large- 
ly displaced 7 lacquers. Since these 

inishes have the same functions as 
lacquer, the specifications of the 
three are similar. 

The Air Corps lacquer specification 
provides that certain markedly toxic 
solvents and thinners shall not be used. 
Other requirements cover color, bdlush- 


| ing, nonvolatile content, viscosity, 


drying time, water and gasoline resis- 
tance, flexibility, covering power, 
self-lifting action and durebility. The 
Army-Navy porcelain color plates are 
the color _stanaards for laccuers, dopes 
and enamels. it is desired that the 
prescribed finishing scheme be capable 


| of being easily reproduced with regard 


to color, shade, a a hence the 
the remainin 


has its purpose in obtaining an ade- 
queve and durable protective filn. 
The specificetions are so written as 


ito ootsin a high-quality uniform pro- 


duct which can be furnished by a reason- 
able number of producers. 

testing finishing materials before 
applicacion, it is possible to fore- 
stall many difficulties which might 


| otherwise ensue, with consequent saving 
| in time, money and equinment. 


~-=-900--— 
ACTIVATICN CF S&1ST ORDNANCE COMPANY 


The 341st Ordnance Company (Aviation) 
was recently activeted at oom Field, 
Ala., in eccordence with instructions 
from The Adjutant General's Office, 
Washington, D.C. Its authorized 
strength is two officers and 32 enlist- 
ei mon. Previously, Ordrance personnel 
eat Mamvell Fieid had been assigmed to 
the nost's Ordnance Detachment. 

Tircst Lieut. James A. Cain, Jr., (Field 
Artiliery) Ordnance Department, is the 
neviy formed unit's first commanding 
officer. Incidentally, Lieut. Cain is 
also Maxwell Field's Post Ordnance Of- 
ficer. Major Sargent P. Huff, Ordnance 
Devartment member of the Air Corps 
Boerd, is also assigned to the wit. 
The first sergeant is C.E. Malkowski. 

Lieut. Cain said that the general 

unction er the 341st Ordnance Company 
Aviation)’ is the storage, issue and 


Maintenance of Air Corps Ordnance ma- 


| teriel and equipment. 
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2oRD COMPOSITE GROUP IN MANEUVERS 


The lst Pursuit Squadron (Interceptor) | 
and the 54th Bombardment Squadron (hiedi-_ 
un) of the 2drd Composite Group, which 
had been on maneuvers with the First 
Army in the Pine Camp Area (Plattsburg- | 
Wotertom,New York sterting sugust 
lOth, returned to Maxwell Field, Ala., 
trom the "wars" on st 25ri. 

The 4-plane flight of B-23'.; (Bombers) 
landedon the afternoon of the 23rd from 


its base at Burlington, Vt.; the ten 
Transport planes, carry the ground 


in?’ 
echelon of two officers Chae. Thomas 
W. Hornsby and Yenjamin M. Sheldon) and 
7o enlisted men, landed at Maxweil 
Field the following day, Saturday, and 


the 24 P-36's (Pursuit) a day later, 
heving made an overnight stop e+ latched. 


Field, N.Y. 

Captain John C. Crosthwaite, Jommand- 
ing Officer of the First Pursuit Squad- 
ron (Intercentor), said that the msn- 
euvers were uneventful. He stated the 
Squadron was inspected by President 
Roosevelt on August 18th and that it 

assed in review the uay previous for 

he Chief Executive. Apparently, the 
First Pursuit did itcel? vroud on both 
occasions, as its performance meri‘ed a 
letter of comnendetion from Colone . 
Frank P. Lahm, Air Corss, Chief of Army 
Aviation during the maneuvers. 

Captain Crosthwaite added i rat his 
Squadron was based at the Syrecuse, 
N.Y., airport, and that his w:it per- 
formed many missions incident to the 
maneuvers, among them being intercen- 
tion and reconnaissance flights. His 
Squadron "bagged" three "eneny" Bombers 
one morning and 14 on another. Meny of 
the missions comnenced about 4:30 a.m. 
The last week at Syracuse was cold and 
the natives there said that s..ch weather 
at that time ox the year wes “unusual." 

Two minor aircreft accidents occurred 
while the wit was at Syracuse. The 
landing gear of Lieut. Shcldon's Rlane 
buckled while he was making a landing, 
while Lieut. Jaues B. Haile, Jr., over- 
shot the field. Lieut. Sheldon's P.&6 
was repaired at Syracuse, but Licut. 
Haile's was dismentled and sent toa 
Mitchel Field for overhaul. Weither 
officer was injured. 

Pilots on the 4—plens B-23 flight of 
the 54th Bombardment Squadion were Cap- 
tain John W. Persons, lst Lieut. Dwight 
Divine, II, 2nd Lieuts. Wesley A.Ander- 
son, Hdmnd F. Freemen, Conway S. Hall, 
Janiel G. Haves, Harry J. Eavthorne, 
Donald W. Land, James A. Lee end John A. 
Mehoney, Jr. Its enlisted complement 
conad oad of Starf Sets. George T. 
Taafe, Charles L. Bibbee, Fdiwin A. 
Logsdon, Oscar L. Nugent, Cpl. Archie 


Redesigation of 13th Air Base Squadron 


iM. Hoover, Pvts. James E. Beck, Charlie 
T. Kent, James R. Smith, Srnest L. 
Cutchens, James C. Richardson, James W. 
Hall, Johnny E. Goethe, William P. 
Brock, Henry A. Jordan, Jr., Robert A. 
Perker, Warner F. Moore, Herbert T. 
en , Joe N. Lennard and Mitchell 

Ww. need. 

Commissioned personnel of the lst 
Pursuit Squadron participating in the 
waneuvers, in addition to Captain 
Crosthwaite, were Captain Winslow C. 
Morse, Operations Officer; lst Lieuts. 
Donald R. Hutchinson, Engineering Offi- 
cer; Ralph Mack. Kelloge, Adjutant, 
Jemas Lee, ur., James 0. Guthrie, 
and Lieuts. Howard F. Nichols, S.W. 
Westbrook, Eugene L. Strickland, Heman 
W. Rendall, Jr., Willis E. Beighiol, 

Wm. D. Gilchrist, Henry B. Darling, 
Ansel J. Wheeler, Samzel E. Lawrence, 
Jr., James E. Haile, Jr., Seth J.McKee, 
Robert L. Morrissey, Neil A. Newaan, Wn. 
Yaller,lII, Thomas W. Hornsby, Wyatt P 
Exum, George B. i cMillan, Rudelph K. 
Ort, George A. Walker and Benjamin M. 
Sheldon. “Staff Set. Curry St. George 
'was the Acting First Sergeant at 

| Syracuse. 
---000--—— 








Redesignation of the Jdth Air Base 
| Squadron (Special) as the 13th Air Base 
| Growo (Seackal), end Base Headquarters 
| and Oéth Air Base Squadron (Single) as 
| the 26th Air Base Group, effective Sept- 
| enber 1, 1940, was contained in instruc- 
i'tions received et Maxwell Field, Ala., 
i from The Adjutant General. 
| The permanent stations of both its 
| will remain unchanged, with the lk.th | 
| continuing te be essigned to Maxwell ! 
' Field end the 26th to Vestover Field, 
iiclyoke, Mass. Incidentally, the 26th 
was activated at Maxwell Field on Feb- 
ruary 1, 1940. Its deoarture for Massa- 
chusetts is unknown at the present time. 

The newly formed Groups are to be or- 
senized into three elenents - an Air 
Base Smiadvon cf 145 mon, a Materiel 
Squadron of 203 men, and a Headquarters 
Squadron of 131; total complement, 479. 
Bach Squadron 1ill have its owm first 
sergeent, which meens that four more 
Mazssvell Field enlisted men will be 
sporting a "diamond" on their chevrons, 
indicating they are "top-kicks" (first 
sergeents). Lieut. Colonel Arthur J. 
Melanson is in command of the 26th Air 
Base Grovy, with Jonn P. Mulligan as 


: 








first sergeant. Capt. John P. Ryan, com- 
mands the 13th Air Base Group (S»l.), 


I'with Don J. Newell as first sergeant. 
V-8585, A.C. 
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KELLY FIELD BOMBER LANDS WHEELS UP 


The extended navigetion training 
flight of Lisuts.C.#. Bassett and G.F. 
Anderson, of the Gulf Coast Air Comms 
Training Center, ended immediately ef- 
ter the take-off from Kelly Field at 
8:20 a.m., September 4th, when Crew 
Chief T.J. Purris, of the 60th School 
Souadron, observec that one wheel of 
the 5-10 Martin Bomber was only vartial 
ly retracted. Pilot Bassett continved 
on his scheduled flight wnile attempt- 
ing to complete the retraction. While 
doing 
wheel would neither come up nor 
but remained at the haif-way position. 
He immediately returned to Kelly Field, 
arriving there avout ten o'clocs, and 
circled the field for two end one-helf 
hours trying to dislodge the gear. 

Major Harvey Prosser, Commanding Of- 
ficer of the Air Corns Advanced Flying 
School, was on the tower in constant 
radio contact with Lieut. Bessett. Af- 
ter all possible means of dislodging 
the wheel had been exploited, Major 
Prosser ordered a Wheel-up landing. 
Fire truck and anbulance tock their 
places out on the field, but were not 
required, since Lieut. Bassett brought 
the ship in, rigat wheel completely up, 
left wheel partially down, for a 
beautiful landing. The plane rolled 
about 150 feet on the one wheel and 
then settlec on the rignt wing. 

Lieuts. Bassett and Enderson, Pvts. 
Burris and J.H. Sege lost very littie 
time in putting in an appearance from 
within. Lieut. Anderson's wirehoired 
terrier. seemed to think it was all a 
lot of fun. 

The News Letter Correspondent de- 
cleres that "Lieut. Rassett's excellent 
headwork taroughout the entire enerzen- 
cy is to be highly conmended. The en- 
tire crew at ne time tnought it necses- 
sary to leave the ship, and preserved 
excellent presence of mind. There ‘vas 


no injury whatsoever to any persoune.. 
The plane suffered the usual bent props 


and crushed belly, but was in excellent 
condition otherwise. 
"Hats off to Lieut. Bassett!" 


Shifting of personnel et sir Corps 
Flying Schools wag recently ordered by 
the War Devartment, as follows: 

_ From Randolph Field, Texas, 2nd Lts. 
frenk W. Iseman and Hobert J. Rogers 
were trensferred to the 
School at Maxvell Field, Ala., and dugn 
4. Griffith, Jr., Walter J. Aisop, John 
¥. Habecker, Perry M. Hoisington, 2d, 
verl W. Hollstein, Oliver B. Tayi 

W.R, Zethren and Robert M. Wray to the 
Basic Flying School, Moffett Field,Cal. 


so, he noticed that the defective 
down 


Advenced Flying 


eylor,Geo. 


| HOLLYWOOD INVADSS"WEST POINT OF THE ATR" 
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Under euthorization from the War De- 

if Coast Air Corps 

"raining Center has been playing host 

a motion picture company which was 
ng in steady progression vractical- 

ly all of the activities at both Ran- 

dolyh and Kelly Fields. 

The company, comorising 130 persons, 
and equipped with three camera planes. 
end four carloads ox equipment, was dis- 
patched to the Training Center by Para- 
mount Pictures, Inc., and is busy filn- 
ing sequences of "I Wanted Vings," writ- 


* 
= 


ten by Lieut. Bierne Lay, Jr., graduate 


'of the Training Center. 


Officers who have extended the cour- 


|tesies of the fields and who have made 
the filming of the various phases ol 


| training possible are Colonel ‘Millard 


i. Hermon, Commanding Officer of the 


| Gulf Coast Air Corps Training Center; 


iherent love of flying. 


Cclonel John B. Brooks, Commanding Of- 
ficer of Randolph Field; and mejor 
dorvey @. Prosser, Commanding Officer 
of Kelly Field. 

The story of "I Wanted Wings" deais 
primerily ‘tith three young men who en- 
ver the Air Corps because of their in- 
The first is 


_the son of & wealthy business man who 
_forsakes poio playing and a job in his 


fatner's conpanies for a career in the 


| Air Corns; tae second is a lad who, 
‘without backgrounc, enters the course 
| at Randolph Field, knowing that it is 


| fundamentail 


democratic and that a man 


| stends or falls on his owm ability; and 


the thire is a former All-American foot- 


| ball player who would rather fly than 


make a touchdom in the last two min- 
utes of play. b 
The three roles are played by 


i|Milland, who wes starred in "Men “ith 





ai 


Wings," end who hes flowm considerably; 
Wilitiem Holden, who has been seen re- 
cently in "Golden Bov;" and Wayne 
Morris who, by coincidence, has just 
finished a picture called "The Quarter- 
back." Jey Theodore Reec is directing 
the producvica. 

woile the actual story continues af- 
ter vhe mena have been successful in 
heir work at Kendolph and have been 
eredvatea from Ksily, the main portion 
thercof deals with life at the Training 
Center. In view of this, the Command- 
ing Officers, flying officers, instruc- 
tors, end the cadets themselves are all 
playing minor roles in the production. 

Scenes will show Rendolph and Kelly 
Fields as a whole; clessrooms where 
Meteorology, Navigation, Radio Code, 
ena meny other courses are given; tne 
huge hengars at both fields; and eir- 
plenes lending, taking off, performing 
acrobatics, and flying in formations. 
V-8583, A.C. 
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One of the outstanding 


1e OV : sequences will 
be thet dealing with graduation from 
Kelly Field, with a class of more than | 
200 cadets receiving their diploma-. 

The company under Director Reed :s 
expected to be at one field or the 
other for at least four weeks. Actval- 
ly, two units, or branches, of the com | 

any ere working. One, under Reed's 
direct sumervision, is photogi‘aphing 
principals on all parts of both fields, 
he cast including, in addition to 

those already mentioned, Brian Donlevy, 
yleying the role of a flying instructor; 
Veronica Lake and Constance Moore, the 
"love interest;" Hedda Hopper, Herbert 
avlinson; Harry Davenport and Hobart 
Cavanaugh. 

Air Corps facilities, including train- 
ing planes on both fields, numbering 
more than 600, are getting most of the | 
second unit's ettention, under Arthur | 
Rosson. This orzenizaticn includes ! 
Paul Manta, motion picture st. at pilot; 
Hlmer Dyer, aerial cameraman, and his 
assistant. Secona Lieut. Fred Grey, of | 
Abilene, Texas, so far has "dovbled" by 
flying a plane for aerial scenes, as 
have several others of the com. scioned | 
personnel. | 

ter the filming at the Training 
Center has been comoieted, the film 
company will make the remainder of the 
sequences at the Hollywood studios and 
at either March or Hamilton Fields in 
California. 





Friday, August dOth, Kelly Field 
literally "humaing" with not only -he 
eduation of Class 40-3, but also wi 
aranount "shooting" scenes to be u 
in the picture "I Wented Winzs," 171i 
is being filmed at Randolph :nd Kelly 
Fields. All of the cast, inc-uding 
Constance woore, Ray lilland, Weyne 
Morris, Williem Holden, Veronica iake, 
Brian Donlevy and the staff were honor- 
ed with a luncheon immediately foilow- 
ing greduation. The photogrenhers were 
busy taking numerous croune s20ts end 
pictures of the review and gradvation 
exercises. The filming was %o continue 
at Kelly Field for about a vesk after | 
eracuation. 
---000~--— 





The 96th Bomtcrdment Scuacron ( 
Langley Field, Va., particips cd in the 
maneuvers at Barksdale Field with the | 
Third Army. 

The class of 49-B trainees with the 
96th completed ell training except the 
dead reckoning navigation cour.e. Ail 
trainees qualified as restrict.i co- 
pilots on B-17 and B-18 planes. Several 
qualified as co-pilets on the B-17 air- | 
plane. 


H), of | 
| 


| Of 42,574.90. 


‘year ago, 


| teceips 


CONSTRUCTION AT RANDOLPH FIELD 


The Quartermaster General, U.S. Army 
has allotted $29,556.00 to Randolph 
Field, Texas, as Sponsor's contribution 
to a State W.F.A. vroject for the con- 


| struction of additions to leantos at 


Hangars F, K, U and V, at a total cost 
Work on this project 
will be started in about a month. 

Upon the completion of additions to 
leansos at the above mentioned hangars, 
all of the eighteen hangars at Randolph 
Field vill be provided with similar ad- 
ditions to accommodate the increased 
classes of Flying Cadets and student of- 
ficers. 

Advice has been received from the 
Quartermaster General of an allotment 
cf funds in the anount of $1,711.40 for 
the purchase of raterials to provide 
additional space for the Air Corps Sta- 
tion Supply Stock Record and Bookkeep- 
ing Section_in the Air Corps Warehouse 
Builcing. Tnis additional office space 
wes necessary due to age increased 
activity througnout tas entire supply 
SS during the nast year. 

ockkceping in this activity now re- 
quires the use of five billing machines 
and five onerators ‘thereas, prior to a 
this work was performed by 
vhree machines and operators. This ad- 
ditional office svace also brings into 
close proximity two closely related 


nis 
o.4 


fr 


, sections -— Raquisition end Memorandum 


Sections - which, due to lack 


a 


/or snace, were formerly in separate of- 


fices, causing considerable inconveni- 
ence, loss cf time, and errors. 

The Quertermaster Ceneral has allot- 
ted to Rendoloh Field the sum of 
$15,670.00 as Svonsor's contribution to 
a State W.P.A. project for the construc- 
tion of a four-bay, 100-foot addition 
to the Quartermaster Warehouse. This 
addiviouel space is essential to provide 


| storage space for supplies end for 
‘vacking end crating of 


. housenold goods 
for officers, noncommissioned officers, 
etc. Work on this construction will 


| commence av an early date. 


Construction work is about completed on 
a Racio Range end Transmitter Building 


/and Tower, Locatca on the Graytown- 
| Conve 


Taa 
~rwv 


south oz 


ez miles 


toad, approximately 
Field, on a tract of 


Randolph 


| lond comprising 25 acres, recently pur- 


chased by the government. This project 
is under the jurisdiction of the Con- 
structing Quartermaster, San Antonio, 
Inxas, and vicinity, Fort Sem Houston, 
Texas. The miilding is 32'6" x 50'9" 


in dimension, cf concrete constructicn 
and interior of plaster on metal lath. 
is concrete, reinforced with 
Pege 7 
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by Fvt. Henry 
end Materiel Squadron 


"Well, Tom; just one more day to com |} 
plete sprayin' this blinkin' potato 
crop of mine," Cal remarked, not glanc- | 
ing in the direction of his neighbor, | 
wno at the moment was trying to keen 
the pieces of crumbled tobacco leaves | 
in his left hand from falling to the 
ground, and with his right hand was 
reaching for the pipe in his back 
pocket. | 

It was no unusuel sight to the neigh- | 
boring farmers passing by to see Tom | 
and Cal sitting.on the roadside, making | 
gestures with their hands, eimost to 
indicate the amount of money that was 
to come to them after the crop nad deen 
harvested and sold at the fell market. | 
For years each had come to this spot 
upon completion of a day's work in the 
field to engage in an informal conver- 
sation before Gevarting in cpposite di- 
rections to their respective homes. Why | 
it only seemed like yesverday when----~- 
but that's another story. | 

"The days are shore gettin' hotter," 
Cal continued, as he loosened both | 

| 
| 


shoulder straps that held the can of 
arsenic lead spray on his back. Then, 
in a voice that asked for assistance 
from the long hard days in the field, 
he said: "If someone would only in- 
vent------ _ 

Suddenly, he checked his apveal, for 
the drone of an airplane engine in the 
distant sky was heard. Immediatsly, 
both men turned their heads upwara to- 
ward the direction the nurr had come. 
As the plane passed ovethead, what a 
brief period before was a mere snot in 
the sky now seemed like a huge douwineer- 
ing mamitel from the heavens syneeding to 
some predetermined destination to answer! 
a challenge for its master. As the 
plane disappeared in the distance, Tom, 
who had been pondering over Cal's last 
remerk and now realizing its signifi- 
cance, stated in an authoeritaitive voice: 
"I scen by yesterday's paper that the 
airplane wiil be a bie help to the far- 
mers." 

"Bah," Cal exclaimed emphetically, 
"the only help those imernal blasted 
flyin! gdeots will be to me is getiin' 
rid of the crows from my cornrields." 

That conversation between tio 
neighbors had taken place about thirty 
years azo in a huge faring district 
Called Washburn. 
ugrittle did Cal realize thet the 

Flyin' Gadget" was to play a major 
's industries. 


role in the field of today 
lane has -saved 
Constant »vatrol of our 


To the farmer the air 
time and money. 
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' Was mede 
| faithful 
| Army Air 


|as a member 


| wens 


| tend one of the highly reco 


THIRTY YEARS, OR----- ONE YAR IN AVIATION 


m 
/ . 


Zbiegin, 


, Langley Field, Va. 


forests has enabled us to preserve most 
of our vast timber fortune. To the 
thousands, who had been left homeless 
during floods, earthquakes and other 
disasters, the airolane has brought re- 
lief —aenies the transportation of the 
necessary food, serums and medical sup- 
plies. It has proved a medium of fast- 
er transportation, a potent veenon of 
defense; it has performed countiess 
other tasks and created a major indus- 


| try wherein thousands are now being em- 


ployed. 
The hendful of aviation pionesrs who 
have worked hard and diligently geve to 
us - youth - the opportunity of Tulfill- 
ing a successful career in aviation and 
couse to meke us feel pvroud that this 
possible by rendering true end 
service in the United States 
Corps. 


As I look 


* * 


over the year I had served 
of the Air Corps, I find 
that I have gained a considerable 
amount of knowledge in the field "I 

so mich to grov up in." 

Wy first four vveeks were spent as a 


* 


'recruit, being taught military courtesy, 
| receiving drilis, attending various 


lectures deiving inte military discip- 
line end military regulations. 

During the second week of my recruit 
perioc, we were given an Alpha test and 


| a mathemetical exemination which, if 


passed successfully, determined the na- 
ture of the course you were to continue. 
This examinetion qualified you 4 at- 
ize 
schools of the Army to receive instruc- 
tion in Meteorology, Aviation Mechanics, 
Radio, and in various other subjects. 

Various forms of recreation are pre@: 
vided for enlisted men, such as the ser- 
vice club, movies, gymnasium, swimming 
pool, etc. A chapel on the post helps 
to maintain an individual's religious 
faith throughout his Army career. 

Tos moels served to us are of super- 
ior quality. Excellent cocking and 


,cereful planning of menus tend to make 


the meals very enpetizing. 

Flenty of clothing is provided to the 
incGividual to enable him to withstand 
even the fiercest of weather. Ail in 
all, I am very well pleased and honored 
to be in the service of the United 
States Army Air Corns. 


As one of the fortunates who had the 
pleasure of attending the Casey Jones 
School of Acronautics in mechanics, 
shell summarize some of the various 
courses included in our six months of 
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training. Besides theory, mth of the 


work is of a practical natur:. Experi- 
ments, tests and operation o1 the vari- 
gus units necessary for an airplane en- 
gine are included. In blueprint read- 
ing and drafting, neatness, arcuracy 
and details, along with the p7cper use 
of drawing instruments, were 3+ cessed. 

The subject of Hlectricity xcluded 
experiments with magnetic fies, wir- 
ing hook-ups and diagrams, ma zietos end 
motors. 

Hydrauiics gave us the oppertunity of 
actuelly seeing it in operat‘.on through 
the use of glass test tubes and piping. 

Fropellers toolz us back te the days 
when their use was first kncwa, start- 
ing with the ground adjusta’.le ana rin- 
ishing with the hydromstic pzropeiler, 
the one in general use todzy. Its op- 
eration, construction and assemb.y 
very much stressed. 

Carburetion dealt with ‘Liffere:tials 
in atmospaeric pressures. With ore 
part of gasoline to fiftc:en varts of 
air by weignt, the vrover rusi m.xture 
is_sent into the induction syste. 

Instruments proved ve-y interesting 
to me. By taeir use, yroper wixivre of 
fuels and air can be dtermined; engine 
temperatures and eagire oneratvion can 
readily be noted and, also, the position 
of the airplane while in flizht. 

The most interesting subject to 


Te 
TES 


me 
was engine trouble siooting. The in- | 
structor ‘vould put trouble in the en- 


gine while the class was in another 
room. sy carefully watching the instru- 
ments, engine operation anc. ignition 
system, ana through a process of elin- 
ination, the troutle encountsrec was 
always Tound. Proper adjustment of 
said trouble wes then wede, and the 
engine was once again functioning 
smoothly. 

Ingine installation geve us the onpor- 
tunity of putting theory into practice. 
A complete and tnorouga inspection of 
the alrplane is made. very defect is 
corrected ond then recorded on the 
hd No. 42. 

The instructors at the school are 
very conscientious and, for thet reason, 
I believe we have gained a consideratle 
amount of kmovledge in the subjects we 
have already taken and covered in such 
a short soen of time. lway 1 add that I 
am very well »nleased to have besn one 
of the manv to attend a high y recogniz-— 
ed a school as the Casey Jon3s School 
of Aeronautics. 





* * 


Scre-e-e-ch, the tires seemed to 
scream from the newly paved road, as | 
Cal, Jr., applied the brakes to his car, 
stopping at beg Tom's ferm. "fell, 
Tom, I just had the corn and potato 
fields sprayed," he yelled to the lat- | 


iwil> t3 equine 


+ 





ter, who at the woment was watching the 


_suoke from his cigarette being carried 


awey by the wind while feeling perfect- 
ly reclined in the easy rocker on the 
open porch. "Had it done in exactly 
one hour aud ten minutes," Cal continu- 
ea. 

"T gress we farmers would certainly 
be in a soot if it were not for the 
airvlene," Toi answered. 

---000--- 

SHORT RANGE LIAISON PLANS TO BH TESTED 
The War Devartment announced, under 
date of September llth, the receipt of 
six Stinson 0-54 airplanes for service 

test in connection with mechanized 
units to determine their suitability as 
short range liaison airplanes. 

Tnese planes will be usea by the 
Armored Divisions at Fort Knox, Ky., 
and et Fort Benning, Ga.. , 

Tne 0-54 is a military adaptation of 
the standard commercial model Stinson 
105. it is a two-place, ne hie 
strut-oracea, fabric-covere cebin 
uonoplane with a gross weight of 1,580 
pews. The wine snan is 34 feet and 
chord 57 inches. The vower plent is a 


| Consinental. A-€O engine which develops 


30 D.h.p. at 2700 r.p.m. 

Tne planes ‘ill carry no armament but 
with radio. 
---900--- 


CONTRACT AWARDD FOR FURSUIT PLANES 


wan 
’ 


A 


The Var Department announced under 
date of September 10th the award of a 
contract to the Bell Aircraft Corpora- 
tion, Buffalo, N.Y¥., for 120 Pursuit 
airnienes, with spare parts, at a cost 
of %,962,229.00. 

This contract was cleared through the 
National Defense Advisory Commission. 

This award brings the total under the 
1940-41 Anpropriations to 2,797 out of 
4,247 airoienes avthorized. Of the 
2,797 airplanes, 963 are of combat type. 

---Q00--— 
SOAS hNCENCR ES Rancolph Field 
vonvinued irom Page 5d 


4" x 4" x #6 gauge ‘relded wire mesh; 
comoesition roof. The appointments of 
this building consist of a Control Room, 
Heaver end Machine Room, Office, Stor- 
age Room, end Lavatory. 

This installation is to provide aid 

to iocal aircraft, and is scheduled to 








| be compleved eni ready for occupancy on 
lor about September 8, 1940. 


ame QiO——— 


Lieut. Colonel Byron T. Burt, Jr.,has 
been transferred from laxwvell field to 
McChord Field, Tacoma, Wash. 

V-8583, A.C. 








YOUNG OFFICERS "DIG FOR THEMSELVES" 


The 78th Pursuit Squadron, commended 
by Captain Daniel W. Jenkins and sta- 
tioned at Wheeler Field, T.H., was re- 
cently formed, with ten officers assign- 
ed. ately, the Squadron received a 
complement of 14 junior officers, grad- 
uates of the '40-A and B classes a 
Kelly Field, Texas. An extensive trans- 
ition treining program has been put 
into efrect for the seasoning of these 
new officers. 

As the 78th is a new Pursuit Squadron 
not beasting a large complement of of- 
ficers, the problem peculiar to the 
seasoning of these pilots is different 
from thet existing in squadrons which 
have been functioning for a longex »ve- 
riod of time. Whereas in the past juni 
or officers have been able to serve as 
apprentices under a senior officer, 
this is not the case in the 78th. The 
junior otficers are given jobs without 

he benefit of first serving an appren- 
ticeship. This may sound like tne hard 
way to receive responsibility, but in 
the long run it has proved to be the 
easier way. The psychology behind this 
procedure is that it imnediately cre- 
ates a sense of responsibility in the 
junior officer, as ne is solely respon- 
sible that his pa-ticular departinen 
functions efficiently. In these days 
of Air Corps Exmansion, senior officers 
have not the time to lead their jumiors 
around by the hand. It is each new of- 
ficer's duty to get in and dig for hin- 
self. That's hat the juniors ere 
learning in the 78th. so, in accord- 
ance ‘vith the training plen, each new 
officer has besn assigned his orm P-J6A. 
It is each officer's duty to know his 
own ship, and each one is personall 
responsible that the Air Corps Mainten- 
ance Chart Form 41 is properly maintain- 
ed with respect to his ship, and the 
Air Corps Form 31 is maintained with 
regard 9 himssif. 

The fect thet the officer has a plane 
of his om gives him a feelirg of pride. 
It is his ship and his privilege to 
work with the crew chief in seeging that 


it is properly maintained. The two | 
above mentioned activitiss in the train- 


ing of the junior officers 2 Bat ve 
termed extra curricular, for taese ar 
only supplementary to a rigid trensi- 
tion flying program which is reouired 
before the junior officer takes his 
place beside tne veterans of the 
Squadron. 


| 
i 


€ 


~inge= 
ar Devartment orders, recently is- 
Suec, transferred Major Charles 
Lorman, Air Corps, from Barksdale Field 
to Randolph Field. 
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CREATION OF AIR BASH GROUPS 


The Yar Department announced, under 


|date of September 11, 1940, the comple- 


ition of a reorganization of 24 Air Base 
| Squadrons into 24 Air Base Groups. 

Tne change was made to create unite 
|more easily administered, particularly 
{wien on field duty. The former large 
| Air Base Squadrons, rot uniform in size, 
/Were converted into grovps normally con- 
| sisting of three standard small squad- 
| rons. 

Hach newly formed group will consist 
|of a Base Head ters end Headquarters 
| Squadron, an Air Base Squadron and a 

Materiel Squadron. At bases where more 
| then one combat group is located, the 
|Air Base Group will be reinforced with 
|an extra Materiel Squadron for each 
combat group. Increased mobility is 
acforded in the new organization by the 
creation of the separate, relatively 
small Materiel Squedrons. These squad- 
rons readily can be detached from the 
base group and sent into the field to 
provide persennel necessary for the op- 

ration of temporar, airdromes. 

The rsorganizetion else provides for 
Soecial Air Base Grouns for assignment 
to training bases. ‘he special groups 
are so desigaited because of the duties 
of the grou2s necessitate a different 
cClassificetion ef personnel within the 
Squadrons composing the ie 

‘The units effected by the change are 
listed below. 

Lase Headquarters and lst, 4th,15th, 
16th, 17th.and 24th Air Rase Squadrons 
(Deuble) are converted into Air Base 
Grouos (Reinforced) and given the same 
numerical designation, their permanent 
stations being as follows: 


col 


; 
' 


ist - Langley Field, Va. 

4tn - Mavch Field, Calif. 

15th - Aibroolc Field, Canal Zone. 
16th - Bruja Point, Canal Zone 
L?tn - Hiclzam Field, 1T.H. 


e4tn - Puerto hico. 

Base Headquarters and 2nd, 3rd,18th, 
coth my cord Air Base Squadrons 
(Single) are converted into Air Base 
Groups (Reinforced), given the same nu- 
merical designations, with permanent 
stations, as follows: 

cid — Litchel Field, L.I., New York 
ld, Mich. 


évd - Selfricge Fic 

18th - Wheeler Field, T.H. 
cOth - Nichols Field, P.I. 
eerd - Alaska 


6th 
are 


bese Headquarters and 5th, 19th, 
and 2’th Air Base Squadrons (Single 
converted into Air Base Groups, given 
the same nuiierical designations, with 
permanent stetions as follows: 
5th - Salt Lake City, Utah 
19th - WeChord Field, Wash. 
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26th - Westover Field, Mass. 

27th - MacDill Field, Fla. | 

Base Headquarters and 6th Air Base 
Squadron (Double) is converted into the 
6th Air Base Group (Special) with per- 
manent station at Barksdale Field, La. 

Base Headquarters and 7th Air Base : 
Squadron: (Special) is converted into | 
tke 7th Air Ease Group (Special), with 
permanent stavion at Scott Field, lil. 

Base Headquarters and 9th Air Base 
tne cg (Single) is converted into the 
9th Air Base Group (Special), with per- 
menent station at Moffett Field, Calif. 

The llth, 12th, 13th and 2lst Air 
Bese Squadrons (Special) are converted 
into tne correspondingly numbered Air 
Base Groups (Special), with permanent 
stations, as follows: 

lith - Rendolph Field, Texas 

leth - Kelly Field, Texas 

13th - waxwell Field, Ala. 

2ist — Lowry field, Colo. 

The 14th Air Base Squadron (Svecial) 
is converted into the l«th Air Base 
Group, with permanent station at 
Bolling Field, ee 

onmom() ween es 


OBSERVATION AVIATION TACTICS IN PANAMA 


"Truly, the 29th isa versatile outfit" 
declares the Cerrespoendent of the Jota 
Observation Squadron at Frence Field, 
Pansame Cenal Zone, and he then gtes on 
to say: "Today, August dOth, we nut on 
our interceptors! hats, went out to 
sea, end put up a scouting screen that 
baffled the best efforts of a groug of 
Bombers to sneek through unodservei. 
The clouds, formed in iayers at various 
altitudes, gave us quite a job patroll- 
ing cll the iovete, bax we found 'em 
mon got the news in to the shore de- 
fenses vell in advance of their arriv- 


All this was part of the weekly prob- 
lems worked by the 19th Wing in aetense 
of the Panama Canal against simulated 
attack. These prodlems involve all 
branches of aviation, and are easily 


NUCLEUS OF 


TACTICAL SCHCOL RETALNED 


| According to the Commandant of the 
|Air Corns Tactical School, Maxwell 
't'ield, Ala., Lieut. Colonel Idgar P. 

i Serensen, the faculty nucleus of this 

| schocl will be retained at that airdrome 
‘tc ccntinue its studies of Air Corps 
'tectical principles. This has been de- 

| termined by the Var Department. 

In addition to Colonel Sorensen, who 
is also Director of the Air Corps Board, 
ithe faculty will consist of Lieut. Cols. 
Devid S. Seaton, Harvey H. Holland, 
life jors Elmer J. Bowling, Charles &. 
'Thomes, Jr., and Robert ©. Oliver, Air 
Corps. 

Colonel Hollard and !fajor Bowling are 
to cenduct the school's extension course 
section. This department will continue 
‘its function of prenaring Air Corps ex- 
‘tension courses and of conducting cor- 
/respondence courses for junior Air Corps 
| officers. 

Wajors Thomas and Oliver are to con- 

i duct the school's research activities. 
In general, this will consist of evalu- 
eting information obtained from various 
sources for the purnese of determining 
| the trend of nevwiy develoned tactics, 
technique ani equipment. They will as- 
i semble this data so that it will be 

| aveileble for instructors to use in the 
~renerntion of lectures and exercises 
‘when instruction at the Air Corps Tac- 
tical School is resumed. They are also 
to collaborate with Coionel Seaten, li- 
| brarien of the Air Corps Tactical School, 
incident to the indexing of all war in- 
ifermetion. Colonel Seaton is compiling 
bibliographies on many subjects covered 
jin the Air Corps Tacticel School curri- 
Culun. Incidentally, the Maxwell Field 
library contains over 10,000 books and 
, f,000 documents on military subjects 
and is ene of the most complete libra- 
‘ries or its type in the world. 

agor Oliver is also to act as Air 
Corps fectical School secretary, suc- 
ceeding Lieut. Cclonel Harlan W.Holden, 
who was trensferred to the Galf Coast 


the most interesting phase of our trein- air Corps "raining Center, Randolph 


ing. Through them, the young pilots of 
the Squadron are gaining some fine in- 
formation and nev conceptions of the 
various tactical uses of observation, 
as well as a comprehensive idea of the 
whole defense of be Canal. 

omnes (> q O=—-— 


Effective Augast 18, 1940, the follow-} 


ing-named Air Corps officers, holding 
the rank of Lieut. Colonel {temensars). 


were given permanent appointments as 
such: Lieut. Colonels Ira C. Eaker, 

Frank H. Pritchard, Idwal HE. Edwerds, 
George S. Warren, Early E.W. Duncan and 
William D. Wheeler. 
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Field, Texas. Cclonel Holden will once 
'agein ve serving uncer his former chief, 
‘Colonel Millard F. Harmon, Jr., who pri- 
ior +O uls assignment to command the 
| Training Center at Randolvh Field, was 
| Assistant Commandant in charge of in- 
struction at the Air Corps Tactical 
School. 

Colonel Sorensen also said that th 
| Chief of the Air Corps had directed that 
| the Air Corps Tactical School reproduc- 
| tion and drafting sections remain in 
| Operation to print texts and other ma- 
| terial of the School for distribution 
| to the entire service. The reproduction 
Continued on Page 

















GRADUATION EXERCISES AT 


vaat had promised to be just another 

aduation et Kelly Field on ‘August 
©oOth helc meny pleasant surprises for 
the entire garrison, namely: Retiring 
Master Sergeant Joseph Costello joined 
Colonel Millard F. Harmon, dr., A.C., 
Commanding Officer of the Gulf Coast 
Air Corps Training Center, and was ren- 
dered tne place of honor during the ex- 
ercises. fcr the first time in many 
yeers, the exercises were conducted 
Qutsice, thus affording eamle room for 
tue thousands of people who desire to 
attend graduation of the Flying Cadets. 

A mammoth aerial review was flomm by 
instructors cf the Air Corns Acvanced 

iying School, honoring Sergeant 
Costello. Last, but not lecst, Para- 
mount movies were on location filning 
the entize exercises for the production 
of "I Wanted Wings," by Lieut. Bierne: 

y, or. 

Celly Field wassed the one thousand 
mark as it graduated its fifth class of 
over 209 students since Merch 23, 1940. 
Cld Kelly Field, schocl of the World 
War I piiots, is 
as the Air Corps Flying Scnceols under- 
take the mission of training 7,000 
pilots and 5,600 Somvoerdiers anda Navi- 


gators aunually. Two new Trainings Cen- 


ers, as complete as the well-esiablish- 
ed Gulf Coast Training Center in Saa 


Antonio, Texas, ave now organized end 
will soon be turning out rated Army 

ilots. i 
he use of over tairuy slying fis'lcs 
throughout the Uaited States. Tas Sulf 
Coast Air Corps Training Center will 
carry two-thirds of the burden in the 
vast expansion training program. 

Colonel Harmon, recently assigmec as 
Commancing Officer of the Gulf Coas 
Air Corps Training Center, acdressed 
Class 1940-34, the first one to gracuate 
under his regime. He took over tne 
reins of commend upon the departure of 
Colonel Bugene A. Lohmen. ‘The disfi- 
cult tasic of orgenizing and controlling 
the innumerabls elements of the world's 
finest training schooi will become his 
sag apt wes 

The gracuation exercises began with 
a band corcert by the Guif Coast ir 
saree Training Center Band. Shortly 
foilowing the Acrial Review, Chaplain 
upp delivered the invocation. Major 
Earvey W. Prosser, Commanaing Officer 
of the Advanced Flying Schcoi, Keily 
Field, introducing Colonel Harmon, 
ed: 

"I went to congratulate the student 
officer and the 206 Flying Cadets who 
have successfully comleted the train- 
ing at the Air Corns Training Center . 


_— 


bustling with activity | 


The entire pregran contemplates. 


GULF COAST TRAINING CENTER 


and arrived at the long-looked for day 
(oi their graduation. The new Commander 
of the Training Center is one of the 
|early members of the Air Uorps, having 
itaken his rirst ride in a military air- 
ipiene in Jamaary, 1916. His many and 
varied duties as en active pilot, which 
| included many flights over the front 
| lines during the first World War; his 
| command of orgenizavions, varticularly 
| the commend of March Field during the 
|time it wes a primary school; and his. 
|duty es Assistant Commandant of the Air 
| Corps Tactical School lave given him a 
| thorouga aud understending knowledge of 
,school activities and the problems ccn- 
fronting students, especially curing 
‘this time of expansion." 
. Colonel Harmon's address was as fol- 
ows; 

"iWager Prosser, £11 our Friends and 
‘Relatives, and Members of the Graduat- 
ing Glass: 
| You gentlemen have been absorbing at 
ia, to you, probably unprecedented rate 
for 2 period of 34 weeks. This fact, 
coupled with your understandable desire 
|to Awe your vings and mingle with your 
'fYelativ2s and iriends, inclines me to 
brevity. 
Zo you I need not stress the imor- 


tance of eiv power. The stignatized, 
fanciful conceptions of the Mitchells 
of a Gecade ago ave surpassed by the 


realities of today. In your hands __ 
largely lies the Luture respoasibdility 
'for the defense of tio continents end 


_twe oceans. As individuals your job is 
'to see that you so equip and maintain 


|yoursclves that you may meet your re- 
sponsibilities with the efficiency jus- 
tified by your potential mentality and 
pairsicue. 

You have a duty to perform. You mst 
meet this duty every minute of te | 
‘hour of every day. “thile we must all 
‘have our monents for relaxation and — 
play, we will appreciate that as offi- 
cers of the Air Uoips we mist be ever 
irsecy to re lg li and strenuous 
cuty on short call. This duty demands 
stvecdy nerves, clear eyes and 


| 


| You have honor to uphold. This is 
'basically your individual honor. As 
ofiicers ef the Army, so long as your 
honer remains unsullied in your om 
eyes, there nsec be no concern as to 
its svetus with the nation. You mst 


stat-, be alert to insvre that the honor of 


‘your Corps, of the: Army and the nation 
| 1s not undermined by the deliberate or 
| irresponsible action of individuals 

| with whom you may come in contact. 
| You have a country to defend. We are 
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all fortunate in this respect and that 
it is such a glorious:one. ay 
ously independent peoples have lost 
their covntries lareely through meatal 
inertia end the resultant failure to 
develop end instrument a logical and 
ieee concept for national. preserva- 
ion. 

We all know that you and many thous- 
ands lixe you willingly will sacrifice 
your lives for tnis nation of ours 
should occasion demanc, but your sense 


previ- | 


| 


of duty demands more than that - it de- 
mands that you work for it and think 
for it. 


lhetional defense is a much more far- 
reecaing term now than it was a few 
years ago. A small Nevy, a fev sea- 
coast defenses and diminutive standing 
army could insure our safety. Nov we 
must spread cur defenses over two con- 
tinents and far fiung adjacent terri- 
tory and waters. It is air pover that | 
creates a threat of svcu dispersicn mag- 
nitude, and it is by eir pover princi- | 
pally and primarily that we can counter | 


I pray you to assidvously court your 
sense of duty, jealously suerd your con- 
cepts of honor and never let flag your | 
appreciation of full end unoualified 
loyalty to your country, for these are | 
sensitive and exacting times ‘vhen it 
will not do for us 
the threats to the 
of the nation." 

Upon the conclusion of his 
Colonel Harmon resented the 
Cadet graduates their cirlomas 
missions as second lieutenants in the 
Air Corps Reserve. Major Prosser pre- 
sented the highly coveted sterling sil- 
ver wings to ell the grauuates, the 
names of whom are listed on pages Jdand , 
14 of this issue. | 

It is interesting to note that Cali- | 
fornia, the leading State in tie uetier | 
of revresentation of students in the | 

| 
| 


to complacently view | 

sofecy and integrity | 
| 

adcress, 

Flying 

end com- 


ee, Class, is creaited with a 
otal of 41, or 15%. Iliinois end 
Texas ere tied witn 17 each; followed 
by Cklehoma vith 11; Kentucky, 9; 
liichigan end Nev York, 7 eacn;Georgia, 
Missouri end Onio, 6 each; Arizona, 
Colcrado, Fennsylvania and “isconsin, | 
5 each. Los Angeles, Calif., and | 
Chicago, Ill., ith 5 students each, 
lead the cities represented by meubers 
of the graduating class, folioved by 
San Antonio, Texas; Milweukxee, Wisc., 
end Pasadena, Cclif., with 3 each. None | 
of the other States are represented by | 
more than four students and ro otner 
city is represented by more than two 
students. Only one commissioned offi- 
cer of the Regular Army was a member of 
the gracuating class - 2nd Lieut. Byron 


| 
| 
' 
| 





| Signal Corns in 1909. 
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Air Corps. 

During the course of the graduation 
cereuonies, Major Prosser had occasion 
to deliver a few renarks regarding the 
retirement of Master Sergeent Costello. 
"Tt seems to me," he said, "that this 
is an appropriate occasion for us to 
pay tribute to that splendid group of 
men who have been charged for years 
with the resnonsibility of taking care 
of our mechenical ecuipment. Sergeant 
Costello is a representative of this 

‘oup. Now, after wany long and faith- 

ul years of service, efficiency and 
loyaity, he passes to the retired list. 
We all regret to see him go. We will 
miss him, personally, and for his effi- 
Ciency on the line. However, we real- 
ice that he has done his bit. ‘Ye con- 
gratulate him upon his fine record and 
wish him Hoy and happiness in his re- 
tirement. 

Master Sergeant Joseph Costello, a 
member of the leth Air Bese Squadron at 
Keliv Field, was placed on the retired 
list of the Army on Auzust 31, 1940. at 
the age of 52 years. This veteran non- 
commissioned orficer, ‘who has had an 
outstiencing career with the flying 
orench of the Army, heving first enlist- 


' ea in the Sienel Corps in 1909 in New 


Yorx City, is « tivly pioneer airman. 
He was initiated into acronautic mechan- 
ics while a member of Company G of the 
; During his first 
stment he served a tour of duty at 
Fort Ciobon, Alaska, as gas engineer. 
Folloving his return from Alaska, he 
was assigned to Omaha, Neb., ‘there he 
sary service with balloon organizations. 
Later he was assigned to San Diego, 
Calir., Joining the lst Aero Squadron 


271.13, 


whee 


| Which had then just been organized. 
| Tne Sergeant recalls that this now fa- 


mous wit wes originally equinped with 
four sirplanes and aad but a handful of 
officers and enlisted men. A fev of 


| the officers conprising the old "lst 


Aero" were Major Gensral Benjamin D. 
Foulois (who until his retirement in 
13985 served as the Chief of the Air 
vores); Major Gensral Henry H. Arnold, 
Chief of the fir Corps; Major 
Nelos C. Emmons, Commanding 
of the GHQ Air Force; le, alae 
Herbert A. Dargue; Colonels 


c 


RWOG®AaY) 
a Reed 


GAGIS 


reneral 
General 


i Fran's P. Lahm, 2.Q. Jones, Thomas DeW. 
| Milling, Hdwin RB. 


yon, John B. Brooks, 
Harvey S. Burvvell; the late Lieut. 
Taliaferro, and a munber of others who 
have since wede their niche in military 
aviation. 

The ge peru recalls, with a great 
deel of pleasure, the wg hours spent 
in the alr with the then Lieut. Dargue, 


B. Webb, who will be transferred to the ee now commands the 19th Ying in the 
-1 V-2583, A.C. 
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Penama Canal Department. 

Sergeant Costello has served at many 
of the fer-flung posts of Uncle Sam in 
the United States, Alaska and Haraii. 
He has at verious times been a member 
of the 18th, 42nd, 152nd Squadrons; the 
gord S$ ron, which he accomanied to 
Honolulu; 20th Bombardment, Send School 
and l2th Ovservation Syvadrons; and his 
last orgenization, the 12th Air Base 
Sguadron. Eis four-year tour of auty 
was served et Whaeeler and luke Fields 
from 1922 to 1926. His various assign- 
ments carried him from New York to 
Aleske, San Diego, March and Langley 
Fielus, Honolulu, Brooks and Kelly 
Fields. He has been stationed at the 
latter airdrome for the past three 
yeers and spent about 14 years of his 
service in the San Antonio erea. 

Sergeant Costello holds the unique 


distinciion of being one of the few old | 


noncommissioned officers to hold tks 
coveted "Acronautical Certificate of 
Aviation Mechanician," dating back to 
April, 1918, and which bears the siga- 
ture of The Adjutant General of the 
Army. His present warrant of "Master 
Sergeant" dates back to July 1, 1920. 


Devoting practically all of his ser- 
vice to the maintenance end engineering 


end of the flying gaie 
Costello has seen the 
from a conglomeration of pianss ard en- 
gines to its present size and efficien- 
cy with ultre-modern Bombers and fast 
intercentor Pursuit planes. In snite 
of thousands of flying hours spent in 
the air in various tzpes ef aircraft 
with flying persomne! of Erees end 
limited experience, the Sergeant re- 
calls tnat ali his landings have been 
happy ones with never an injury. And 
it is with a sincere relyctence that he 
leaves the Air Corps on the eve or its 
largest expension to dete. he Serze- 
ant, who holds a commission es seccua 
lieutenant in the Air Corps Reserve, 
awerded him in 1924, will make his home 
in San Antonio with his wife and five 
children. 


Serceeant 


---0 3o--- 


CONSIDERABLE ACTIVITY AT BOLLING FIX#LD 

The termination of maneuvers over the 
country has at last allowed the Opera- 
tions Office and other personnel cf 
polling Field, D.C., a tev moments to 
Catch their breaths. During these ex- 
tensive maneuvers, Bolling field teemed 
with traffic. The airoianes were a.- 
ways busy taking officials to the vari- 
Ous concentration points throughcut the 
country - from the Kastern seaboard to 
the Pecific Ocean. 

General George C. Marshall, Chief of 
Staff, made an extensive inspection 


|tour around the whole United States, 


i from Bollin 
(west, domm 


Field to the extreme: north- 
he Pacific Coast, then 


/acress the southern states and beck to 
| Yashingvon. 


| 
j 
| 
' 
| 
| 
| 
' 
' 


Major General Henry H. Arnold, Chief 
of tne Air Corps, accompanied by Mr. 
Knudsen, of the Netional Defense Advis- 
ory Comission, made a trip around the 
States. 

Brigadier Generel Frark M. Andrews, 
General Staff, G3, made two recent 
trips, one to the maneuvers in Wiscon- 
sin, on cut to the West Coast, then 


iback to Polling Field via Rarksdale 
|Field and Cenp Beeuregard, and another 


| 
| 


to_ the gemes around Lorne ig N.Y. 
| Brigadier Generel Jacceb BE. Fickel, 


Assistant to the Chief of the ir Corps, 


iMade a tour of the various Air Corps 


' 
' 
j 


} 
i 


training schools. 

These are a few typicel flights that 
heve originated at 2olling Field in 
August and are mentioned only to give 


|an idea of the activities that have 


| been going on at this field. 


from Eo.ling Field, 


har ucrps progress| 


Many 
other officers and officials have gone 
te observe or_inspect the maneuvers 
ani the Operations 
Office hasn't hei a avll moment, par- 
ticularly since the weather was very un- 
cooperative in that there were some 24 
days or rain during this period. 
amen, “a! sane 


NEW TELEPHCNE SYSTEM AT ALBROOK FIELD 


f.brook Field, Penama Canal Zone, 
wiil "go uo tom" in a big way in the 
corparatively new future with the con- 
terpilated installation of an automatic 
telephone system similar to that used 
in the Cenal Zene and in most cities in 
the United States. 

Army officials have announced that 
the new system at Albrook Fiela will be 
initictec with a boara of 1,000 lines 
with en ultimate capacity of 1,200 
lines, as Gempered with the present 
boerd waoicn handles ebout 300 lines. It 


wes seid tnet errengements for the num- 


ber of trank lines running into the 


Balboa (Canal Zone) exchange have not 


Deen completed. 


223 fomy Signal Corps will handle 
maintencnce on the new automatic system. 


Hqguinment has been placed on order with 


ithe -utomasic Electric Company _ 
_(Stroeugher) which is the same firm sup- 





Atlantic side. 


p-ying the equipment to the Panama 
vena. : 
After the Alvrook Field system has 


been completed, similar installations 


will be made at Howard Field, new Air 
Corps post now being built across the 
Canal from Albrook Field; at Fort Clay- 


/ton, end at Fort Gullick, on the 
V-8583, A.C. 














Plosser, Charles Robert, 


Reid, John C. 

Smith, Robert Adelbert 
Hinton, Joe K. 

Johnson, James K. 
Knoell, Hugh fF. 

Moss, Orville J. 
Horne, Richard G. 
Dymock, John &, dr. 
Conred, Joan H. 
Holmquist, George W, 
Packard, Peter L.M. 
Hinton, Bruce H. 
Roberts, James F., dr. 
Burnett, Robert F. 
Keller, Charles F., Jr. 
Smith, Lawrence 

Grund, Willian F. 
Stewert, Jaues C. 
Randolph, Richard L. 
Ridley, Thomas 
Standley, Stacy, 
Barrow, Carl W. 
Clary, Lawson, Jr. 
Lockwood, Beri J., dr. 
Rue, Folland i. 

Teorey, Thomas F. 
Little, Kobert L. 
Nicholas, Cherles D. Jr. 
Thayer, Rob‘t N. 
Thomas, Keith H. 


SF 
ivle 


ze 


Tuttie, Frank M. 
Jones, William A. 


L'Ecluse, Carroll A. 
Samways, William T. 
Reed, Boardnan C. 
Petersen, Malcolm E. 
Moore, Rollin B., Jr. 
Jamison, Uonald C. 
Demy, Shernaa EF. 
George, Walter R. 
Celio, ie Ce, Jr. 
Tyler, Robert A. 
Oges, Bernard V. 
Foat, Harland H. 
Carter, Wesley E. 
Reid, Angis G. 

Cary, Alton R. 
Matthews, Sbanley EF, 
Fensler, Hobert W. 
Eliiott, Otis L. 
Dobrusky, age E. 
Eliker, Hadley B. 
Jochim, LaVergne C. 
Jones, Richard G. 
Watson, Harold F. 
Fuller, Henry Walter 
Xraener, Joun Jacob 
Dean, Charles Woodrow 
Killam, Robert Grayson 
Shingler, Herbert 7. 
Darby, Ceorge C., Jr. 


Watson, Taesdore Fot'fman 


Poberts, Frank A. 
DeLong, Frank Wiley, 


Jr. 
Bennett, Wm Walter, Jr. 


ROSTER OF GRADJATFS - CLASS 40- 


B 





rlying Cadets 





Jr. Aubura, Ala. | 


Birminghen, Ale. 


Tuscaloosa, Ala. | 


Nashviile, Ark. 
Bisbee, Ariz. 
Phoenix, Ariz. 
Somerton, Ariz. 
Tucson, Ariz. 

Warren, Ariz. 
Alaneda, Calif. 
Bekersfield, Calif. 
Bakersfield, Calif. 
Burbank, Calif. 
Burbank, Calif. 
Buttonwillow, Calif. 
Cameriile, Calif 
Carpeweria, Calif. 
Chula Vista, Calif. 
Covena, Calif. 
Delans, Calif. 
Escondido, Calif. 
Holiywood, Calif. 

Los Angeles, Calif. 
nos Angeles, Calif. 
Los Angeles, Calif. 
Los Angeles, Csiif. 
Los Angeles, Calif. 
Marysville, Calif 
Monrovia, Calif. 
North Hol.ywood, Calif. 
Cecland, Calif. 
Cakland, Calif. 
Cntario, Calif. 
Pasadena, Calif. 
Pesadena, Calif. 
Pesajiona, Calif. 
Petaluma, Calif. 
Berkeley, Calif. 
Porservillo, Calif. 
San viego, Calif. 

San Diego, Calif. 

Sen Frr.nctszso, Calif. 
Gendale, Calif. 
Gleniera, Calif. 

Sen reiro, Calif. 
Santa Farhara, Calif. 
santa Lerbara, Calif. 
ue 3 Monies, Calif. 
Santa Monica, Celif. 
Tule Lnkxe, Calif. 
Colorado Springs, Colo. 
Denver, Cojo. 
Denver, Colo. 
Lakewood, Colo. 
Loveland, Colo. 
West Hartiord, 
Coral Gables, Fla. 
wiaani, Fla. 

Vero Beach, Fla. 
West Palm Beach, Fla. 
Asrburn, Ga. 
Atlanta, 
Atlante, 
Decatur, 
Geinesville, 
Macon, 


4. 


NC 


Ga 
Ga. 
Ga. 
Ga 


Conn. | 





Se acid Harold G. 


| Senex , Charles W. 
Miler, Robert W. 


Swisher, Robert F. 
Hemmer, Maax C., Jr. 
Inskip, Charles Wilson 
Cemp bell , Murdoch Willian 
Hoss, Robert J. 

Kush, Arthur John 
Polansky, Charles A., Jr. 
Orance, Albert 

Brouk, Rotert Ralph 
Teborex, Raymond seorge 
Talmage, Ernest F., Jr. 
Wauzh, Robert F. 
Commbhell, Archibald, Jr. 
Robinson, John Leach 
Mathews, Joseph Clarke 
Belden, Richard P. 
Wi’.son, Willard Wendell 
Geft, Charles G. 
Wright, Lewis J. 

Pearch, Lowel.i D. 
derdesty, Wilmer A. 
Kunkel, John H., Jr. 
Abernathy, Louis M. 


Castleford, 


Idaho 


Emmett, Idaho 
Moscow, Idaho 
Focatelio, Idaho 


Cairo, 
Champaign, 
Chicago, 
Chicago, 
Chicago, 
Caicago, 
Chicago, 
Cicero, 
Cicero, 


Congress Park, 


Edwardsville, 
Evanston, 
Jacksonville, 
Marissa, 
Niles Center, 
Paxton, 

Three Rivers, 
Atlanta, 
Bloomington, 
Indianacolis, 
Indianapolis, 


pes 
Tll. 
Ill. 
Jil. 
Tll. 
pele 
Tll. 
Til< 
Ill. 
Tll. 
Ril. 
73% 
paw 
Ill. 
Til. 
Tll. 
Ill. 
Ind. 
Ind. 
Ind. 
Ind. 


Arkansas City, Kans. 


Reeve, Georre A., Jr. Ashiand, Ky. 
Reynolés, John R. Berdstown, Ky. 
Miller, Fred a Hammond, Ky. 
Moore, Willian Knightstown, Ky. 
Brown, oer Lexington, Ky. 
Hand, Stanley I. Louisville, Ky. 
Langan, Sene D. Louisville, Ky. 
Mong, William J. North Middletowm, Ky. 
DeLacoy, Wm. H. Utica, Ky. 
Cortis, Gordon, Jr. Boston, Mess. 
Eilis, Wm. Vincent, 2d Broox!ine, Mass. 
Conant, Hirem Francis Cembzidge, Mass. 
NeGle, Elward Francis, Jr. Cochi% ete, Mass. 
Willaré, Rush E. Bay City, Mich. 
hLorgoa, Chestor E. Detroit, Mich. 
Stisknsy. John T. Detroit, Mich. 
Beth, Ilman d. Froront, Mich. 
Harris, Devid H. Mt. Pleas-nt, Mich. 
Howe, Fverett B. Wai-ron, Mich. 
Dusesa, Wili: am F, Pentias, Mich. 
Forsyt», Alien P. Minnew.:'is, Minn. 
Lowy, David M. Green:z.ie, Miss. 

Allers, Howerd Clinton Cepe G*:arneau, Mo. 
Fowier, Clarence Charles Jeffers: City, Mo. 
Aattig, Jack Wilfred Kansas City, Mo. 
White, Dichora James Kansas City, Mo. 
Rogst, Raymeod W. St. James, Mo. 
Reauey, door Vernon St. Louis, Mo. 
Odo.a, Archibsid Douglass Dover, N.H. 
Liedolt, Edward J. Pittsburg, N.H. 


Davis, Thomas J., Jr. 
Mitchell, Samel A. 
Kemm, James D. 

Roper, Sierwood R. 
McIntosh, John s., Jr. 
Rohr, Louis ¥. 
Mertin, Robert /. 
Ridley, Thomas M. 


N. 


-| Walroth, Robert H. 
Ga.| Davis, Frank L. 
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Butte, Mont. 
Helena, Mont. 
Ronan, Mont. 


East Orange, 

Packanack Le ake, 
Veaneck 

Car! cbad, 

Elhida, 

Brooklyn, 

Cornwall, 
V-8583, A.C. 


WN + J. 
NJ. 
Ned. 
N.M. 
NLM. 
N.Y. 
N.Y. 











Spence, Hubert L. Mannemore, N.Y. 
Gumeer, James Edward, Jr. Kingston, N.Y. 
Kowac, Joseph F, New York, N.Y. 
Munro, Benson N. Syracuse, N.Y. | 
Franklin, Charles F. Waterviiet, N.Y. 
Morris, Dallas Lester Charlotte, N.C. 














Wright, John Worth Greensboro, N.C. 

Reed, Robert J. Cincinnati, Ohio 

Witty, Robert W. Cleveland, Chio 

Mellory, Robert F. Conneaut, Ohio 

Templeton, Robert F. Lakewood, Ohio | 
McPherson, Clarence C. Raylanc, Ohio | 
ceunkermann, Howerd C. Suger Grove, Ohio | 
Jerlow, Frederick §. Bartlesville, Okla. | 
Zllis, Walter i. Binger, Ckla. | 
3radbury, Lloyd V. Edmond, Okle. | 
dowenstine, Kenneth EK. Lewton, Okla. | 
cordan, Laurence RK. McAlester, Okla. | 
Holman, Leslie W. Oklahoma City, Okla. | 
Mitchell, Kirk R. Oklahoma City, Okla. | 
Ward, Emery M. Salina, Okla. | 
Elliott, John W. Sapulpa, Okla. | 
Whittington, Cyrus A. Sapulpa, Okla. | 
McWhorter, Win A. Tahlequah, Okla. | 
Pardey, Herman J. Aurore, Ore. | 
DeLepr, Louis A. Bend, Ore. | 
Speer, Robert Bugene, Ore. | 


Eolstrom, Everett W. 
Pexon, Charles B. 
Burgerd, George T. 
Surowiec, John J. 

Urick, John A. 

Kokolus, John 

Caton, Frederick W. 
Williams, Howard Wilson 
Durham, Benjamin J., Jr. 


Philadelphia, Pa. 


Westfir, Ore. | 
Hatboro, Pa. | 
Lewisburg, Pa. 


Shamokin, Pa. | 


Stroudsburg, Pe. | 
Providence, R.I. | 


Columbia, S.C. | 
Columbia, S.C. | 





Griffith, Janes J., Jr. Kingsport, Tean. | 
Evans, Richard Ernest Knoxville, Tenn. | 
Kintner, Guy G., dr. Waverly, Tenn. 

Glenn, Fletcher M. Amarillo, Texas | 
McKown, James S., Ur. Amarillo, Texas | 
Wood, Wilson i. Chico, Texas | 
Mostyn, Thornton J. Conroe, Texas | 
Brown, John H., Jr. Corsicana, Texas , 
Gough, Jamie Dallas, Texas | 
Stephens, William E. Fort Worth, Texas | 
Blackwell, Jack Jeen, Texas | 
Schuck, Francis J. Fredericksburg, Texas | 
Lawhon, Brooks A. Levelland, Texas | 
Briley, Joe C. Odessa, Texas | 
Latham, Steve Meson, Texas | 
Lepmore, Daniel 5. San Antonio, Tezas | 
Rumsey, Herman San Antonio, Texas | 
Vitek, Richard D. San Antonio, Texas | 
Cloyd, Virgil M., Jr. Waco, Texas | 
Britt, Jimmie W. Welch, Texas | 


Pack, Jack N. Salt Lake City, Utah | 
Thorup, Louis G. Salt Leke City, Utah | 
McNeil, Max Raymond, Wash. | - 


Franks, George E. 
Peschka, Jerome A. 
Ayers, Robert W. 
Griffith, Frark T. 
vones, Frank G. 
Houx, Frank L. 
Jessen, Harold E.- - 
Larsen, John C. 
Thomas, Gordon fF. 
Schneider, Arthur L. 
Melcher, John N. 


Seattle, Wash. 
Spokane, “Yash. 
Holden, .Va. 
Morgantown, W.Va. | 
Morgentown, W.Va. , 
Sheridan, Wyo. | 
Madison, Wisc. | 
Nadison, Wisc. | 
Madison, Wisc. | 
Milwaukee, Wisc. | 
Oconomowoc, Wisc. | 
_— | 


The forezoing list of graduates of the Air 
| Corps Training Center, who were commissioned 
| second lieutenants in the Air Reserve, have 
| been assiened to extended active duty at the 
i stations indicated: 
| To McChord Field, Wash. 
Allers rorne Roberts 

| Armstrong Keller Ruse 

| Campbell Kintner Speer 

| Carter Lawhon Thomas 

| Celio Mertin Tuttle 

| DeLapp Mitchell Wetson 
Dobrusky Packard Whittington 
Duncen Pardey Wilson 
Forsyth Petersen Witty 
Holmen Polensky Wood 
Holstrom Reed 

To MacDill Field, To-p2, Fla. 

Bur gard Hand ~ t.ePherson 
Curtis Harlow Orance 
Dean Hoss Reed 
DeLong Inskip Reid 
Franklin Kraemer Robinson 
Griffith Kunkel Shingler 

| Gumacr McIntosh 

To Lengley Field, Va. 

Abernathy Little Ridley 
Brouk McNeil Sewyer 
Denny Melcher Stewart 
Goff Moore Thayer 

| Hinton lfyers Thomas 
Howe Readcey Weugh 
Junkermenn Reeve 
Bennett Glem Mostyn 
Belden Farris Urick 
Boggs Ruitig Walroth 
Bradoury Kush Willard 

| Ellis 


The following-named graduates were assimed 
to the Gulf Coast Training Center to take the 
Instructors' course, to report to Kelly Field 
or Riendolph Field, as indicated. 

To Advanced Flying School, Kelly Field 
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| Beth Houx Peschka 
Blackwell Howenstine Randolnh 
Brilcy Jemison Reed 
Britt K Reid, A.G. 
Brown, C. Killan Richardson 
Burnett Xnoeli Ridley 
Cary Kokolus Roberts, F.A. 
Clary Lengan Roper 
Darby Larson Rumsey 
Devis, T.J. L'Ecluse Semways 
DeLacey Leibolt Schneider 
Depmore Lockwood Schuck 
Dymock Mallory Smith, R.A. 
Eiiker Matthews,J.C. Smith, J.L. 
Elliott, J.W. Matthews,S.E. Spence 
Elliott, O.L. McGee Standley 
Evans licWhorter Stephens 

| Fensler Miller, F.W. Stickney 

| Foat Miller, R.W. Surowiec 
Fowler . Mitchell, S.A. Swisher 
Franks Moore, 2.B. Talmage 
Fuller Morgan, C.H. Templ ston 

| Gough Morris, D.L. Teorey 

| Griffith,F.T. Nicholas Thorup 
Grund, Odom Tyler 
Hardesty Pack Vitek 
Hinton, B.H. Paxon Ward 
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To Kelly Field, ( Continued) 








Watson Williams Wright, L.J. 
White Wright, J.W. 
To Primary Flying School, Randolph Field, Texas 
Cloyd Holmquist Jones, F.G. 
Conrad Jessen Moss 
George Jochim Ogas 
Hammer 

---000--~ 


ACTIVITIES AT CAL-AERO ACADEMY 


By the tive this appears in print, Curtiss- 
Wright Technical Institute's $100,000 building 
program to provide additional facilities for 
Air Corps personnel will have been completed 
at Glendale, Calif. 

The new buildings, eight in number, were or- 
dered by Major C.C. Moseley, operator of the 
Curtiss-Wright Tech., for the use of enlisted 
men in training as Air Corps mechanics and 
sheet metal workers at his school. 

Built in the vorm of a hollow square, 358 x 
210 feet, they include barracks, a recreation 
hall, a classroom and study building, a bath 
house and additional kitchen and mess facili- 
ties. They augment four other large buildings 
erected a year ago, when the training detach- 
ment first was established at Curtiss-Wright 
Tech. 

With Army, civic and State dignitaries as 
invited guests, the new $600,000 Cal~Aero 
field and training center at Ontario, Calif., 
was scheduled to be elaborately dedicated on 
September 14th in an impressive morning cere- 
mony - 

The large plant, which includes ten major 
buildings and nodern aviation facilities of 
every sort on its 375 acres, was erected in 
the record time of 40 working days by a crew 
of over 400 artisans. It is complete even to 
its own water, sewage and underground power 
distribution plants, and an elaborate job of 
landscape gardening, which includes thousands 
of transplanted plants, trees and shrubs and 
three acres of lawn. 

Flying Cadets of Class 41-B were the first 
to use the nev training center, initiating 
their work there on August 5th. 

-Lieut. R.L. Scott, Air Corps, is the Com - 
manding Officer at the Ontario field. 


Calif., has been actively campaigning for Fly- 
ing Cadet enrollment for more than a4 year, 
with the intensive aid of the public relations 
department of Cal-Aero Academy, the contract- 
ing civilian school, a drive for cadets late 
in August produced 700 interviews over the 
two-week period. The net result was the con- 
ducting of 109 examinations, and an average of 
ten men per day sent to the recruiting office 
in Los Angeles for probable enlistment in 
other branches. 

With the arrival of Class 41-C to initiate 
its Air Corps career, the three Cal~Aero Aca- 
demy fields at Glendale, Ontario and Oxmard, 
Calif., will all be uniform in operation, with 
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upper and lower classes constantly at each. 
Hitherto, Ontario has operated in such fashion, 
with Oxnard providing the first five weeks' 
instruction for new classes, then transferring 
them to Glendale for the second five weeks. 
Class 41-C will mumber 80 Flying Cadets at 


| Ontario, 45 at Oxnard and 35 at Glendale. 





To provide a name more in keeping witha its 
military activities, Cal-Aero Training Corpo- 
ration, contractors for Air Corps primary 
flight training at Glendale, Ontario and 
Oxnard, Calif., has been renamed ''Cal-Acro 
Academy.'' The change in name was made early 
in September. 

The arrival of three separate parties of 
ranking officers within three days kept the 
Air Corps detachments at Cal-Aero's Glendale, 
Ontario and Oxnard fields busy late in August. 

First to arrive was Colonel Millard F. 
Harmon and staff from the Training Center at 
Randolph Field. They thoroughly inspected the 
Ontario, Glendale and Oxnard detachments in 
the order named on successive days, beginning 


' on August 19th. 


Late the following day, Major Genoral Henry 


| KH. Arnold, Chief of the Air Corps, landed at 

| Glendale with Mr. William Kmudsen, head of the 
| President's National Defense Advisory Comnit- 
' tee, for a two-day inspection of aircraft man 
|ufacturing plants in the area. 


On the next day, Brigadier General Jacob E. 
Fickel, Assistant to the Chief of the Air 


| Corps, arrived for officiel inspections of 


‘Oxnard and Glendale, following with inspection 
‘or the Ontario field the next day. 


ee 


In honor of the dedication of Cal-Aero Aca- 


| demy's new $600,000 primary training center for 


Air Corps Flying Cadets at Ontario, Calif., the 


| Ontario DAILY REPORT will issue a 12page spe- 


cial edition containing numerous articles and 
pictures, explaining to citizens of the comm- 
nity just what the Air Corps Expansion Program 
is all about and how it works. 

Headquarters of the Air Corps training de- 
tachment at Oxnard, Celif., were moved from 
downtown barracks building out to quarters in 
Cal-Acro Academy's flight office at the flying 
field. This change provides more space for 


i the Flight Surgeon's quarters at the barracks, 
| and will enable better coordination between 
Although the training detachment at Glendale, | 


the civilian instructors and the Army super- 


| visors. 





--~Q00--~ 


The 8th Pursuit Group, Langley Ficld, Va., 


| completed on Auzust 24th a 12-weeks' inten- 


sive training course for 50 officer trainees. 
These officers were members of Class 40-B and 
had previously received six months' training 
at the Air Corps Training Center and three 
months of primary training at civilian flying 
schools. During the training period with tho 
8th Pursuit Group, these officers received 
approximately seventy hours of air instruction 
= hundred seventy-five hours of ground 
work, 


———O09~—~ 
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MANSUVERS AT CAMP McCOY, ‘YISC. 


Under the command of Major Hu 
three B-17's represented 
ment Gro (x), WacDill Field, Fla., at 
the Second Army Meneuvers at Camm McCoy, 
Wisc. The planes departed from Drev 
Field, Tempa, on August 24th, arriving 
at Madison, Wisc., the base of flight 


operations, on the afternoon of the same | 


date. The speed of air travel was evi- 
denced by the fact that only six hours 
elapsed between the take-off time at 
Drew Field, at which time the troops 
were sweltering in drill under the warm 
Florida sun, and the arrival time at 
Madison, where combat crews could be 
noticed snuggzing down into the collars 
of their flying pene for protection 
ageinst the — snowfall. 

At Madison, the crew promptly took 
over the East Side High School and 
availed themselves of the cots set up 
in the gymnasium. Service tested on 


this biap were new air mattresses of 
the B-17's, and the comfort offered by 


these made sleeping one of the high- 
lights of the trip. (Brick-bats still 
ewait the practical joker who led 
the air plug on your correspondent's 
mattress at 3:00 o'clock one frigid 
morning) ; 

In the afternoon of the day following 
the arrival of the planes at Madison, 
the three B-17's of the 29th Grown took 
off and joined the formation of five 

17's from the West Coast to inaugu- 
rate the first of the maneuvers scred- 
uled for Heavy Bombardment, the pilots 
scoffing at the prevailing two-miie 
visibility. The object of the mission 
was to acquaint ground troops on vivouac 
at Camp McCoy, Wisc., 90 miles northwest 
of Madison, with the airplanes flying 
overhead. A solid overcast which pre- 
vailed over Camp McCoy defeated the pur- 

se of the mission, and the planes re- 

urned to Madison within an hour without 
having reached the bivouac area. 

The acute air-mindedness of the people 
of Madison was noted ‘shen thousands of 
them journeyed in automobiles to the 
Madison Airport to witness the return of 
the heavy Bombers and Fursuit ships. 

For the remaining days of the maneuv- 
ers the low overcast mehgnes. continually 
on the shoulders of the female figure 
atop the State Capitol at Madison and 
forced the poet peaament of the remaining 
flights of the maneuvers. The combet 
crew devoted their afterncons and even- 
ings to sight-seeing about Madison. The 
Chief points of interest seenied to be 
the University of Wisconsin campus .and 
the Canitol paerys 1 By noon on August 
e8th, the weather cleared up sufficient- 
ly to permit the B-17's to depart for 
Patterson Field on the homewerd trip. 


‘After an overnight stop at that ste- 
‘tion, the Bonibers proceeded to Tampa 


P. Rush, and arrived there at mid-afternoon of 
he 200h Bombard--August 29th. 


| ter four days of fog, rain, snow 
‘and cold weather in Madison, the airmen 
‘reached the conclusion that the warm 
‘Florida sun wasn't so terrible after 


‘all. 
ae 
OFFICER PERSONNEL CHANGES AT KELLY 


! 
' 
| 
| 


| Kelly Field, Texas, recently experi- 
‘enced a partial "turnover" in comnis- 
isioned oiticers, losing five of then. 
\Cantain R.w.L. Choate, formerly Com- 
imanding Officer of the 6lst_School 
|Squadron, left for Maxwell Field, Ala., 
lend was replaced by en vohn H. 
‘Ives. CaptainsBurton li. Hovey, James 
‘A. Ellison, Lieut. F.P. Suith were 
lalso transferred to Maxwell Field, and 
‘Lieut. D.W. Saunders to Moffett Field, 
|Calif. ; 
|_, Captain Hovey, former Director of 
Flying, is scheduled to be Director of 
‘Training at his new station. He is 
ireplaced by Captain Edger Todd. Cap- 
jtain Ellison. Chief of Section II, is 
\Teplecec by the former echelon com- 
imender of Section II, Cavtain T.B. 
‘Anderson. Licut. F.P. Smith was the 
|nzineering Officer of Headquarters 
‘Flight and Licut. Saunders the Assis- 
jtent Adjutent. The latter is replaced 
iby ist Lieut. J.R. Novake, a nev ar- 
lrival at Kelly Field. Lieut. Milton 
|Arnold becomes Post Operations Oificer 
iand Captain Kurt M. Lanaon, Chief of 
‘Section III. — 

——=—6O a 


| 
| NEW CLASS REPORTS AT KELLY FIELD 
| 


| September 4, 1940, saw e2l Flying 
\Cadets begin their final phase of in- 

| struction at Kelly Field. The new 
\Class, 40-G, spent the next few days 
'in being precessed at the field end 
jwas scheduled ectually to begin flying 
ion Monday, September 9th. Already 
ihal? way through the ten-weeks' advanc- 
/ed course at Kelly Field are 235 Cadets 
\of Siess 40-F, which will be graduated 
ion October 4th. After being given a 
\physical exemination and equinment 
|1ssued to them, the new class was 
|sieted to be split up into three sec- 
tions and to receive instruction for 
the next ten a to graduation 
on November 15, 19 - 


Captain John M. Sterling, relieved 
as Assistant idilitary Attache. end Asst- 
Military Attache for Air, Paris,France, 





|was assigned to Selfridge Field, Mich. 
o- V-8583, A.C. 




















S-l ACTIVITIES AT CHANUT:# FIELD | 

By the News Letter Correspondent | 

| 

Recruiting at Chanute Field, Rantoul, | 
Tll., has gone on at a feverish pace, | 
with the total number of new enlist- | 


ments exceeding the exvectations of 
even the most optimistic. Over a 3- 
month period - May, June and July and 
several weeks in August - over 2,000 
new recruits have been added to the | 
ever increasing Army Air Corps! Bear | 
in mind the fact that this was achieved 
at the Chanute Field station alone. 
Everywhere, the cry "More Wings for | 
Anerica" is rising. We are proud of 
the part we have assumed toward achiev- 
ing this end, and want to tell the 
world about it! 

In itself, the recruitment of better 
than 2,000 men in a little more than a 
3-month period may not seem so unusual -| 
but when the fact that these enlist- 
inents have been secured with practical- | 
ly no cost to the government has been | 

| 





considered, the feat becomes an out- 


standing one. The only expense has been 
the clerical staff, all enlisted men, | 
used to answer the many inquiries and | 


to forward the application blanks. | 

A strategic plan of action was put 
into effect and successfully carried | 
out througa the utmost cooperation be- | 
tween the Personnel Office and the Pub- 
lic Relations Office. Without this 
complete cooperation of both depart- 
ments, the phenomenal results could not 
have been achieved. | 

When authorization for the first al- 
lotment of 800 new enlistments was se- 
cured, a snecially prepared news re- 
lease was meiled to every newspaver 
within a radius of five nearby States. | 
The content matter of this release vas | 
aimed to appeal to the air-minded young- 
ster of today and sell him on the idea | 
of enlisting in the Army Air Coros - 
not so mucn for adventure and excite- 
ment, but rather as a medium of ai 
ing an advanced and highly technic 
education that would provide manifold 
benefits in the future. And that, af- 
ter all, is the main concern of the 
young en graduating from high school | 

hese days. Stressing the fact that | 
the Air Uorps Technical School provides | 
an aeronautical education on a par with | 
that of any institute in the nation for 
those who were. able to quaiify, all. 
phases of vital importance to aviation 
Maintenance were listed chronologically 
and enumerated uovon. 

It is our firm belief that all publi- 
city should be of a truthful nature, 
that the prospective applicant should 
not be promised anything specific. 
Therefore, we have not Fried to solve 
the recruiting problem by alluring il- 


_ 


| 


with the willingness fe) 


‘ and smal 


' tent, and several also asked for sreci- 


| article ran about 19 colum inches, and 


| Wer2 so encouraging that it was ceeme 
‘almost a necessity to aim a barrage of 
i Air Corps Technical School pat pag at 
| all newspapers within a reasonable dis- 


| Dakota, 





lusions of Travel, Romance and Adven- 
ture. Ours has been the earnest endeav- 
or to impress unon the youngster's mind 
the fact that advanced education in a 
lg industry is the best method in 
he world to train and prepare one's 
self for a better place in society. It 
is felt that futurs recruiting results, 
as vell as those of the present, will 


‘prove this analysis to be correct. 


Of this special release, between 250 
end 400 copies were mailed daily to — 
newspaners of all types and description. 


|Five thousand copies were mimeographed 


end almost all were used. The results 
were not noticeable immediately, how- 


| ever, but within ten days a veritable 
| flood of inquiries began pouring into 
| the Personne 


Office of Chanute Field. 
This office has always been satisfied 
newspapers and 
periodicals to "play ball" when it came 
to publishing our releases, but never 
before had the —!- cooperation of 
all es contacted - both large 
- been so mich in evidence. 
Numerous letters are on file from edi- 
ters, stating their earnest desire to 
ceoperate to the greatest possible ex- 


al news releases, which we were only 
too happy to vrovide them. The complete 


it is a pleasure to report that there 
are hundreds of newspaner clippings in 
our scrap-beok that had been printed 
verbatin. 


The results of this publicity splurge 





tance from Chanute Field. To date, the 
following States have been covered,each 
and every newspaper: Minnesota, North 
South Dakota, Wisconsin, Iowa, 
Michigan, Illinois, Indiana, itississip- 


'pi, Oklahoma, Missouri, Arkansas and 
Pennsylvania. 


Upon termination of this 
particular activity, the text of the 


i mimeographed release was revised and 

, Literally hundreds of copies of these 
| releases are now malcing 
' the Nev England States. - Maine, 


heir te thru 
ew 


York, New Hampshire, Massachusetts and 


|New Jersey having been already covered. 


An extensive publicit Co such 
as the one mentioned, throws a heavy 
lead on the clerical staff, but the re- 
sults have more than justified our deci- 
sion. The enlisted personnel of both 
departments take great pride in their 
accomplishments. 

The major portion of the credit for 
the nunber of new enlistments secured 
must go to Major Oliver K. Robbins, S-l 
Officer, and his staff. Without their 


cooperation, without their zealous ef- 
V-8583, A.C. 








forts and many hours of “over-time,"' 
the large number of applicents would 
have been materially lessened. ! 

Charged with the all-important func- 
tion of recruiting, the S-1 Department | 
is of peramount importance to any Air | 
Corps station, and particularly so in | 
the case of Chanute Field, the home of | 
the Air Corps Technical School. Theirs , 
was the task of following up the in- 
quiries for further information con-__. 
cerning the Air Corps Technical School | 
and enlistment in the Army Air Corps. 
The Public Relations Office started 
the bail in motion, but it was solely 
up to the S-l1 to keep it moving! 

To the S-1 Department of Chanute 
Field our highest compliments for a 
job splendidly done. There are none 
other on Chanute Field more aubitious 
nor more sincere in their assignuents 
than they! 


wo 


| Which was 
_ CORPS NEWS LETTER. 


/ en 


A NOTE OF THANKS 


The following commnication recently 
drifted into the Information Division, 
Office of the Chief of the Air Corps: 

"We, the eniisted men of the Air 
Corns, desire to express our sincere 
gratitude to 2nd Lieut. Richard M. 
lershell for his fine eulogy of us, 
wblished in last month's AIR 
Such expressions 
are most encouraging and revitalizing 
te our efforts to perform our duties 


_with the utmost ability. 


"The splendid teamwork that exists in 
the Air Corps today is a result of a 


mutual and considerate understanding of 

each other's duties, with a patriotic 

determination to make our Air Force the 
of the world. 

"We feel that vith such outward ges- 

tulations as Lt. Marshall's, and with 

such fine, superior officers as we have 


| to guide us, our efficiency can never 


BORINQUEN FIELD IN RETROSPECT 


_ 4 year ago, on September 16, 1939, | 
Major Delmar H. Dunton was assigned as | 
Commanding Officer of the newly desig- 

nated 27th Reconnaissance Squadron, 
Long Range.__ The Squadron was formed 
at Langiey Field, Va., and consisted 
of officers from Mitchel, Selfridgs 


| 


{ 
| 


and Lengley Fields. On November él, 
1939, 200 enlisted men, 9 officers and | 


a few supplies arrived at San Juan, 
Puerto Rico, aboard the Army Transport 
CHATZAU THIERRY. On December Eth, the 
air echelon, consisting of nine B-18A's 
led Oy Major Dunton, arrived at Berin- 
quen Hield, Puerto Rico. During this 
ah year, under somewhat adverse con- 

itions, the Squadron has been doing 
all the training required by the di- 
rective, including fos schooling of 
120 recruits, as per schedule. 1 
Wonday, Seotember 16, 1940, the first 
birthday of the Squadron was scheduled | 
to be held at Columbus Park, Aguadiila, | 
P.R., featuring the serving of refresh-| 
ments and the staging of the usual | 
athletic contests. 

Temporary quarters are springing up 
like mushrooms in order to house the 

rsonnel of the 2cdSth Bombardment 

roup, scheculed to errive from Lang- 
ley Field, Va., about November lst. 
Everyone is anxiously awaiting the ar 
rival of this Group. 

~==§00--— 


| 
' 


The War Department announced the 
werd of a Soldier's Medal to end Lt. 
George Albin, Air Reserve, for saving 
the life of Frivate Joseph M. Nakely, 
who was about to drown in the shark- 
infested waters off Borinquen Field, 
Puerto Rico. 


ie 


| and drafting 
| the besepent of Austin Hell 
_querters). 
| ern machinery for reproduction by mimeo- 


fail. 
"An enlisted man." 
---090--- 


NUCLEUS OF TACTICAL SCHOOL (From Page 9) 
departments are located in 
(Post Head- 
They are equipped with mod- 


erepn, multigreph, rotaprint, muoltilith, 


| Dlueprint ana printing press machinery. 


They will also distribute material re- 
lating to the studies completed by the 
Air Vorps Board. 

With requests for texts from the three 
nerly organized Air Corns Training Cen- 
ters, its complementary ground schools 
and the recently activated General Head- 

uarters Air Force Squadrons, the repro- 
uction and drafting sections are turn- 

ing out at the present time the largest 

voluine of material _ its history. 


Ten officers and 18 enlisted men, with 
three B-17B cirplanes of the 49th Bom- 


a4 


barcment Squadron, a —¢ eee 
‘participated in the end Wing ixercises 


et Parksdele Field, La., from August 


15th to zZlst. 
On August 28th, the 49th Squedron op- 
erated as a complete Squadron for the 
first time since the reorganization. 
Six B-1723 airplenes were utilized for 
Squedron bonbing, navigation and gun- 
/nery missions, which proved to be very 


| educational for all personnel. 


-——=-0 -_-—— 


| Major Welter K. Burgess and lst Lieut. 
|Harry N. Renshaw were assigned to duty 
with the United States Military Mission 


'to Ecuador, with station at Quito. 
V-3583, A.C. 

















A LIFE RAFT DEMONSTRATION IN HAWAII 


By the News Letter 


In order to foster a greater sense of 
security and to minimize the hazards of 
forced landings on water, it has become 
of prime importance that the flying per- 
sonnel of the Ariny stationed in the | 
Hawaiian Department be thoroushly trai 
‘ed in the use of water life saving 
equipment. 

he ‘78th Pursuit Squadron, commanded 
by lst Lieut. Joseph S. Haltoner, and 
stationed at “Wheeler Field, T.H., which 
"buzzes" the Islands in F-36's, is tho- 
roughly equipped to meet forced landing 
on water energencies, utilizing a_crash 
boat, maintained by the 17th Air Base 
Squadron, Hickam Field, which boat is 
stationed in Waialua Pay orf the north 
shore of Oahu. In accordance with the 
Squadron training regulations, all fly- 
ing personnel are schooled to meet | 
water forced landings by a working de- 
a of all life saving equip- | 
ment. 
tion is to familiarize the flying per- 
sonnel with the use of the rubber life 
raft, which is dropped to a distressed 
pilot from another plane. The life 
raft is a rubber collapsible, self- 
inflated, rectangular boat, resembling 
a rubber duck boat. 

The new officers of the 78th Pursuit 
Squadron, who are recent graduates of 
the 40-A and B classes of Melly Field, 
witnessed a life raft demonstration, 
supervised by Captain Kaye, and demon- 
strated by lst Licut. Bruce Holloway 
and ond Lieut. James Ferrey. The lat- 
ter eri the part of the distressed 

ilot. while Lieut. Holloway flew to 

is aid. The demonstration was conduct- 
ed from the deck of the crash boat 
"Oscar Westover," where the new offi- 
cers were assembled. Lieut. Ferrey, 
considered to be the most durable swim- 
mer of the lot, was rowed out a hundred 
rards from the "Oscar Westover," and 
ropped overboard. At Erecsaey 1:15 
p.m., Lieut. Holloway, who was hovering 


laa 
| 


{ 
} 


| 


overheau in a P-36, wes notificd by two-, 


way ralio cctmmication that Lieut. 
Ferre, was w+”. Lisut. Holloway then 
buzze' “he Dey to sight Lient. Ferrey, 
who was spsashing in the water. The 
second time eround, Lieut. Holloway put 
his P-36 in a sharp steep benk avout 
co feet from the water and released the 
hag which is rigged ” soring from 

he baggsge compartment. 

When dropping the life raft 
to the baggage compartment falls also. 


Tous, when dropping a life raft, an im- | 


provised_door is substituted for the 
regular P-36 door for economical reas- 
ons. On a previous demonstration, 


| you. 


the door | 


Correspondent 


Lieut. Holloway's accuracy was too good 
for comfort, as the door fell on one 
side of the distressed pilot end the 
raft on the other. To minimize the 
Chance of hitting the pilot, the door 

in future demonstrations will be secure- 


| ly. fastened to the life raft and both 
| will fall as one. 


After the raft was dropped, it was 
Lieut. Ferrey's job to procure it, in- 
flate it, and then row back to the 
"Oscar Westover." There is quite a. 
technique to the inflation of the life 
raft and to the use thereof to the best 
advantage. Upon reaching the life raft 
it is imperative that you securely at- 
tach yourself to it by a rope provided 
before inflating the raft. This is 
necessary, as the raft is inflated by 
the released pressure of attached_air 
bombs which inflate it rapidly. If ~ 
do not have a secure hold on the raft, 


The main object of the demonstra-| the wind will blow it from your reach 


upon the instant of inflation and it 
will in all probability float eway at a 
faster rate of speed than you can swim. 
There is another good noint to be ob- 
served; sit in the raft the best way 
ou cen while it is still deflated and 
hen release the inflating mechanism, 
allowing the raft to build up around 
This eliminates the difficulty 
climbing in the raft after inflation 
when it becomes very buoyant and the 
orecess of boarding the raft becomes as 
ifficult as climbing into a canoe from 
the water. 

Lievt. Ferrey performed his part of 
the demonstration very capably, and 
rowed back to the "Oscar Westover" in 
tne shortest possible time. 

At the conclusion of the life raft 
demonstration, the new officers vere 
shown around the crash boat which, inci- 
dentally, is powered with two <00-h.p. 
Hurricane engines and is capable of 
making 35 knots per hour. 

The familiarization of the new flying 
personnel vith the life saving equip- 
‘ment, wanich is at their immediate dis- 


of 


' 
| 
‘ 


‘posal in case of a forced landing in 


i water, tends to create a greater feel- 
ing of security vith but one exception. 
'We were informed while enroute back to 
i quarters that nine sharks had been 
Pecan from the bay only the morning 
| berore the demonstration. 

anaes '29, "cama 


| REINFORCED CONCRETE RUNWAYS AT LANGLEY 


| As a result of a recent allotment of 
| $268, 710,90 for construction . Langley 
0 


ntinued on Page 20 
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ACTIVITIES OF 89TH SQ. AT McCHORD FIELD) idea of what field life is really like 


The 89th Reconnaissance Squadron at 


McChord Field, Wash., flew as a com . | 


plete squadron for the first time re- 
cently for the Inspection and Review 
for General Amold. Major Cronau led 
nine B-18A's, manned mostly bv 89th 
pilots, to Hamilton Field, Calif., for 
the occasion. 

A Good Will reconnaissance flight in 
conjunction with the 17th Group was 
made to Arlington, Oregon. forma- 
tion of nine planes flew around the 
territory ments | the town, includ- 
ing the erea expected to be used as a 
bombing range. At about noon, all 
planes landed at the local airport, and 
all airmen were taken in private cars 
to a local hotel for dinner given by 
the townspeople. 

The Squadron now has five B-23 air- 
panes assigned. Despite several main- 

enance bugs, this new porno has proven 
very satistactory to both pilots and 
engineering crews. It has speed, per- 
formance, stability, and other q aLi- 
ties that make it approach a pilot's 
drean. 

The first photographic mission ever 
flown in a B-23 was undertaken with 
Lieut. J.A. Hilger as photographer and 
Lieut. W.J. Wrigglesworth as pilot. 
Pictures of another B-23, with Lieut. 


A.C. Carlson at the controls, were made, | 


using ogee ty such as ift. Rainier, 
Blue , the Nerrows Bridge, etc. Ver- 
tical shots of Camp Murray and McChord 
Field were also made by Tech. Sergeant 
M.C. McClurg, Noncomnissioned Officer 
Head of the Photographic Department. 
Photographers and pilots expressed the 
opinion that the B-23 is a fine recon- 
naissance airplane. 


=——=() oe 
NEW UNIT AT SELFRIDGE FIELD 


The Third Signal Platoon (Air Base) 
is one of the new wnits activated uncer 
the expansion program of the Air Corps, 
in conjunction with the rest of the 
Regular Army. Second Lieut. Joseyh A. 
Vanko, Signal Reserve, is in command of 
the squad of 24 men, comprising one 
Sergeant, one Private, lst Class, and 
22 Privates. This platoon is attached 
to the Air Base for duty and would pro- 


vide the necessary communication facili- 


ties of the Base Squadron when that or- 
ganization is on maneuvers. 

The outfit was turned to ective dut 
on July 10th. On the following day, 15 
of the men motored via convoy to Camp 
Skeel, Oscoda, Mich., to become famili- 
ar with field work. Their duties at 
this c were only secondary to their 
regular duties, but it gave them an 


-20- 


‘end what is to be expected of them when 
| they maneuver into the field. 

|. The detachnent helped to enlarge the 
‘landing field. ‘heir work has given 

| the ficld a streamlined appearance end 
has prowoted the sarety of landings by 
|the 5-18 Bombers. 

| "Upon returning to Selfridge Field," 
ideclares the News Letter Correspondent, 
|"yarns concerning Camp Skeel were pro- 
|fusely scattered amongst us until its 
perpetuation had irritated us beyond 
jhuman endurance. But at the conclusion 
|of each tale it always happened to have 
| the same rhythm - "Selfridge Field is 
heaven." is 

---O ns 


89th PURSUIT SQUADRON IN MANEUVERS 


Eleven officers and eleven enlisted 
men of the 39th Pursuit Squadron, dlst 
Pursuit Group, departed from Selfridge 
|Field to participate in the First Army 
‘maneuvers in Watertown, New York, area 
iduring the peried from August 18th to 
| gend inclusive. The 39th with il 
|P-35's, together with 10 P-26's from 
|the 8th Fursuit Group, Lengley Field, 
Va., made up the Second Pursuit Sauad- 
ron (Frovisional), and based at the 
ye liunicipal Airport, Syracuse, 


N.Y. The Sqguacron operated under the 
contrel of the Air Defense Command and 
gained some valuatle experience in 
nevigeting to some rather indefinite 
points, such as dirt cross roads and 
olc barns. The unit was commanded by 
Captain Allen R. Springer, with Lieuts. 
Barr, of Langley Field: end Barrett, of 
Selfridge Field, acting as flight_lead- 
ers. With Captain Soringer were Licuts. 
Brennon, Fixey, Whiteman, Parker, 
Carter, Crossen, Villis, Sims and Keyes. 

As would be expected, the Squadron is 
highiv in favor of more maneuvers - 
with clam bakes eens. 

——=—(0): o--— 
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Runways for Langley (From Page 19) 





Field, Ya., the airdrome will acquire 
some reinforced concrete runways. The 
contract was awarded to the E.T. Ritter 
Co., Inc., of Norfolk, Va., and con- 
struction has been started. 

Approximately half of the present run- 
ways will be replaced with reirforced 
concrete, and it is exmected that fu- 
ture allotments will allow for the con- 
creting of the remaining runways. Due 
to the sea level location of Langle 
Field, the soft, wet ape makes it 
virtually impossible to keep the pres- 
ent type of macadam top runways from 
breaking up. 





~--000--- 
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THE 1939 AWARD OF 


The presentation of the Mackay Trophy 
for the year 1939 was made on 
fice, by the Hon. Robert P. Patterson, 
The Assistant Secretary of War, to the 
officers and men of the Army Air Corps 
who flew medical supplies in an Army 
B-15 airplane from ney Field, Va., 
to Santiago, Chile, shortly following 
the earthquake in that country in Feb- 
ruary, 1939. 

The provisions of the deed of gift of 
the Mackay pee an are as follows: 

"To be competed for annually by of- 
ficers of the United States Army un- 
der rules to be made each year th 
War Department of the United States 
Government, or in the absence of a 
contest this ey may be awarded 
annually by the War Department to the 
officer or officers wane, in their 
opinion, make the most meritorious 
flight of the year." 

No competition for the Mackay Trophy 
was held during 1939, but the board of 
officers convened for the gg of 
making the award selected the journey 
of the Army airmen to Chile on their 
errand of mercy as the most meritorious 
flight of the year. 

The flight to Santiago, Chile, on 
February 4, 5 and 6, 1939, was made at 
the reauest of the American Red Cress 
for the purpose of placing without de- 
lay 3250 pounds of urgently needsd 
vaccines and other medical supplies in 
areas of Chile devastatea by the earth- 
quake. loaded to absolutely maximum 
capacity, the XB-15, piloted by Major 
Caleb V. Haynes, Air Corps, took off 
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from Langley Field, Va., before daylight | 


on February 4th and, adhering thereaf- 
ter to a rigid flight sched 
ing the penne of unfavorable fly- 
ing weather, a niger landing at Panama, 
night take-offs at Panama and Lima, 
Peru, landed on schedule at Santiago, 
Chile, early on February 6, 1939. 
Members of the flight receiving the 
avard have been widely separated since 
making the flight. 1 of them, how- 
ever, were present in the office of the 
Assistant Secretary of War during the 
presentation ceremony, a 

Wejor Caleb V. Haynes and Steff Sgt. 
James E. Sands, 4lst Reconnaissance 
Squadron, Langley Field, Va. 

weajor Willian D. Old and Staff Sgt. 
Russell E. Junior, 46rd Roubardmeant 
Squadron, MacDill Field, Tampa, Fla. 

Captain John A. Sauford and Technical 
Sergeant David L. Spicer, 52nd Bombard- 
ment Squadron, MacDill Field, Tampa, 


a. 
Captain Richard S. Freeman, 28th Com- 


e, involv- 


H 
| 
| 
| 
! 
| 
' 
| 
1 
| 
1 
' 


! 
| 


| 


| Flyin 


{ 





| Was aes: 


' posite Group, March Field, Riverside, 
the morn- | Calif. 
ing of September 12, 1940, in his of+. - 


First Lieut. Torgils G. Wold, Hrs. 
Squadron, Sth Bombardment Group, 
Langley Field, Va. 

Technical Sgt. Harry L. Hines, 6th 
Bombardment Squadron, MacDill Field. 

Master Set. Adolph Cattarius and 
Tech. Sgt. William J. Heldt, 41st Recon- 
naissance Squadron, Langley Field, Va. 

Also in attendance in the Office of 
the Assistant Secretary of War during 
the presentation ceremony were “Major 
General Henry H. Arnold, Chief of the 
Air waren Dr. George W. Lewis, Chair- 
mon of the National Advisory Committee 
Ter Aeronautics; Mr. Gill Robb Wilson 


Lj . Col G. est Larner, 
ae ee Ua aS oe 
ifanager, respectively, of the National 


Aeronautic Association. 
ceume “4! «aman 


MAXWELL BASIC SCHOOL READY TO START 


Flying Cadets have been arriving at 
Maxwell Field, Ala., for the Basic Fly- 
ing School, scheduled to begin operat- 
ing on September 14th, and, according 
to Lieut. Colonel Aubrey Hornsby, Air 
Corps, Commending Officer of the Basic 
Schoo], were being organized into a 
basic training group. 

Members of the initial class, compris- 
ing approximately 120 students, have 
been assembling at Maxwell Field from 
Civilian elementary flying schools lo- 
cated in various age ks of the country. 
Some of the schools from which the 
Cadets came are Glendale, Calif.; 
Dallas, Texas; Santa Maria, Calif., and 
Glenview, I1l. 

Captain George J. Schlatter, Air 
Corps, who reported at Maxwell Field 
recently from Randolph Field, Texas, 
ated Commandant of Cadets. He 
announced his staff, as follows: end 
Lieuts. Everett ™. Ostler, Adjutant; 
Charles H. Hastay, Supply Officer, and 
nicnard N. Ellis, Mess Officer. 

Accordinz to Captain Schlatter, the 
Cadet Group is to be subdivided 
into two basic training sqeacyons for 
administrative purposes. Trainees are 
to assist in the administration of the 
group and squadrons. Those especially 

elified are to be appointed Flyi 
Cadet Officers and Noncommissioned Offi- 
cers, and will function under the super- 
vision of the Regular Army instructors. 
This procedure will provide the Cadets 
with valuable experience in the func- 
tions of command, leadership and execu- 
tive as (of 

Continued on Page 22) 
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FLIGHTS TO NEIGHBORING COUNTRIES 


The 7th Reconnaissance Squadron at 
ued its record as good will envoys to 
the neighboring Republics during August, 
when a. flight of two planes, a 5-18 and 
a B-18A, flew to Lima, P 
Personnel making the flight were lst 
Lieut. H.K. Mocney, end Licuts. T.K. 
Hampton, G.C. Denter, G.B. Scott, R.W. 
Burns and R.T. Pierce; Staff Sergeants 


Wells and Payeski; Sergeants Hursey and | 


“oo ie at Guayaquil, 5B 

Stops were meade a’ wil, Ecuador, 
Talara, end Lira, Peru. At each stop 
the Tlight was cordially received ana 
extended a most hearty invitation to 
return soon. 

During the period from Angust 19th to 
24th, inclusive, the majority of the 
officers of the 39th Observation Sqiad- 
ron, France Field, were again engaged 
in an aerial tour of Central America. 
This was the second such flight accon- 

lished by the Squadron within the last 

wo months. "This time, however, the 
trip was very much more pleasant," de- 
Clares the News Letter Correspondent, 
"due to the fact that we were flying 
our own O-47A's instead of the A-17's 
that were used on the previous flight. 
We again visited all the capitals of 
Central Amsrica, with the exception of 
British Honduras. Most of these cities 
ere by now quite familiar to the pilots 
of the 39th. The route covered carried 
us in sequence to Managua, Tegucigalpa, 
Guatemala City, San Selvador, San Jose, 
and back to France Field. Unusually 
Clear weather, considering the rainy 
season, gave us good views of some of 
the volcanoes, mountains and lakes along 
the way which we had missed on our last 
trip." 

As the result of an emergency arising 
at Quito, Ecuador, in that a clerk in 
the office of the U,S. Naval Attachs 
taere had contracted a severe case or 
neumonia, the Commandant of the 15th 


aval District requested the dispatch of Air vorps, and 


an ey Telhag airplane for the rrp 
of sending a Navy Surgeon and the neces- 
Sary oxygen_emergency avparatus. 

Accordingly, the plane departed from 
Albrook Field, Fanama Canal Zone, at 
6:37 a.m., August 18th, and arrived at 
Quito at edout 10:00 a.m. Occupants of 
the airplane were Captain C.L. lunroe, 
Jr., pilot; 2nd Lieut. J.H. Carter, co- 
pilot; 2nd Lieut. J.D. Whitt, Navigator; 
end Captain 7.C. if , Navy Surgeon. 

The officers of the flight were 

ests of the United States Ambassador 

© Ecuador, Mr. Boaz Long, curing their 
stay in the capital of that country. 
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“he cold climate encountered in this 


| locality, which is at an altitude of 
| 9,490 feet, was reported as a decided 
France Field, Panama Canal Zone, contin-' 
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eru, and return.' vas accomplishe 
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\GHQ Air Force, March Fie 
‘cently blossomed forth in a brand new 


| Department. 


contrast with that of Panama. 

The patient, Mr. Munson, was apparent- 
ly well out of danger on ‘hesdayv, August 
2Uth. ti ac. ge the return flight 

on that day without 
incident, lending at Albroo 
3:09 p.m. 
---900--- 


NEW INSIGNIA FOR 38TH RECON. SQUADRON 


The 38th Reconnaissance Squadron (L/R) 
Field, Calif., re- 


Fiela at 


insignia, which was approved by the War 


The new insignia or badge 


‘consists of a disc, divided horizontal- 


| blue; throug 
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i sea, while the 





ly green, light blue, and ultra-marine 

h the center of the light 
blue a horizontal checkered bar of 
eight oolong pieces > and black; 
the disc and ail its sections are sepa- 
rated by narrow gold bands. 

Gold and ultre-marine blue are the 
colors of the Air Corps. ‘The green 
represents land and the light tlue rep- 
resents air. Dark blue revresents the 
checkered bar represents 
reconnaissance. Thus, the new J8th 
Squadron badge represents reconnais- 
sance over land, over sea and in the 
air. 

---000--— 


SKEET SHOOTING POPULAR AT BOLLING FIELD 


the most ; ar sport at Bolling 
Field just lames to be Skeet 
shooting. Inthusiasm has been ert ing 
as the quality of shooting has improved. 
Several officers have acouired their 
"25-Straight" and "50-Straight" patches. 

The Commanding Officer of the field, 
Colonel Hill, is now the man to be 
reckoned with ‘then the Sunday morning 
snooters get .into action. However, 
stiff competition from off the post is 
found in the persons of Generali Fechet, 


'U.S.A., Retired, former Chief of the 


Lieut. Colonel Ira C. 
Eaker, Executive Officer, Office of the 
Chief cf the Air = 


Wexwell Basic School Ready to. Start 
(Continued from Page 21) 





"Processing" of the Cadets commences 
roe: gga nag their arrival at Maxwell 
ield. They are assigned es a squadron, 
space in the new barracks (fronti 

Austin Hall), issued equipment, and | 
basic military drills commences ,consist- 
ing of close order drills, military cour- 
tesies and customs « the service, etc. 
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